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If there are believers in Jesus among you, would you wish to stand in a position quite close to him, like
that of his sons and daughters, or would you wish to stand in the position of a next-door neighbor? If you
were to ask this question of Jesus, he would answer, "What are you asking? Of course you should wish to
be in the closest vertical relationship, which is the parent-child relationship,” not in a horizontal
relationship. Why would you want it to be the parent-child relationship? This is because it is a vertical



relationship. The husband-wife relationship is a horizontal relationship. Then what comes first, the
vertical or the horizontal? If the vertical comes first, why is this so?

When all things in the world were created, the Creator created them vertical while looking at the
horizontal. That is why all good things have a perpendicular orientation. Stalks grow perpendicularly. The
heads cause them to curve, while the stalks grow erect. Stalks include roots and bud stalks. They are all
perpendicular.

If the ancestors of humankind are the second cause, then the First Cause, God, is in the higher position
and human beings are in the lower position. Under the circumstances, if you were to talk about the love
between God and human beings, such love is only vertical.

At this point, we can formulate a concept. What is it that can create complete perpendicularity between
vertical and horizontal? Knowledge is not enough. You cannot go in a straight line with that alone; it
makes you go in circles. And money is not something that comes vertically down from heaven, but rather
cycles around on the earth. Not even power can be perpendicular. True love, however, passes through the
shortest route, which is perpendicular.

You have no idea how delighted | was after | discovered this simple truth. You cannot explain the
universe without this principle. What is true love? It is a force that passes through the shortest and most
direct route. This is why if there is a true love that comes down from above, it can only be perpendicular.
If it were to swerve even a little, however, it would not be perpendicular. Then it would not be following
the shortest and most direct route. What could possibly achieve the perpendicular, which involves the
shortest route in the universe? It is only true love.

Nowadays, | have become famous worldwide by talking about true love. | have come to be known as the
philosopher of true love. When their beloved child is in danger, would the parents try to save the child by
going in circles? They would travel by the shortest route to save the child's life, even at the risk of their
own lives. This is in itself a truly great gospel. What is the center of the universe? What is that which can
travel the shortest and most direct line to create perpendicularity? Whatever that is, the world needs to
place it as the central value and determine locations in relationship to that point. Centering on that
perpendicular line, one would determine whether one is to the east, west, south or north.

Perpendicularity has no meaning in and of itself. It is a term that can only be used on the premise of the
horizontal. The word "above" is not centered on itself; it first takes below into account. The word "right"
implicitly acknowledges the fact that there is a "left." Similarly, you cannot use the term "woman" if only
women exist. The use of these terms without their counterparts would be confusing. The term "man" is
the primary, decisive factor that clarifies the use of the word "woman." These words are used on the basis
of their relationship.

The example of the child in danger shows us that if you have to find the most direct, perpendicular line in
the universe, you cannot do so with knowledge alone. You cannot find it with power alone. And wealth
will not lead you to it. With love, however, it is possible. Since God is the Absolute Being and His love is
also absolute, that love is absolute truth and that love creates the shortest route. This is the fundamental
truth.



