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I am delighted and honored to have the opportunity 
to address you today at the outset of this 
International Leadership Conference sponsored by 
the Universal Peace Federation, in cooperation 
with the Washington Times and the Segye Times. 
 
Throughout their lives, my parents dedicated 
themselves to the goal of building a world of 
lasting peace, a world in which all people and cre-
ation live consciously together in harmony, 
cooperation and mutual prosperity. 
 
They have always taught that in order for peace to 
be achieved, all individuals must, first of all, trans-
form their consciousness and become people of 
honorable character and sincere heart whose 
actions are guided by moral and spiritual princi-
ples. 
 
Secondly, the family unit must be made healthy, 
stable and loving; for family is the school of love. 
It is within the family that the core virtues of love, 
goodness, compassion, caring, faith and 

responsibility are learned. The upright and decent behavioral qualities of our children are learned and 
formed by the wholesome and loving example of each parent. 
 
Thirdly, all human beings must develop greater awareness and sensitivity to the way we think, speak and 
act, not only in relation to other members of the human family, but also in relation to all beings and the 
world around us. 
 
We are all precious gifts of life created by God. In other words, for my parents, a love of creation is an 
essential component of their spiritual, moral and theological vision. We cannot imagine achieving peace 
without having a loving respect for the world around us, our environment. 
 
In fact, according to the world's religions, human beings are created with a responsibility to take care of 
the earth, to be good steward of the earth, and to view the earth, including all natural things and all living 
things, as expressions of God. 
 
Some of my earliest memories as a child are of my parents' love for the natural world. They spent much 
of their time exploring the natural world, from Kodiak, Alaska, to the Amazon jungles and the Pantanal 
Region of South America, to the waters of the Hudson River Valley in New York, and even this area 
around Chung Pyung Lake in Korea. Nature was their second home. I spent many a summer's day with 
them on a fishing boat. 
 
Now, looking back, I have nothing but admiration for their love of nature as a sacred gift of God. I will 
cherish these memories for eternity. But, what pains my heart is that this is an experience that many in our 
future generations will never have, unless we change how we live today. 
 
In my father's autobiography, A Peace-Loving Global Citizen, he pleads for humanity to wake up, stating, 
"Human selfishness is destroying nature. Competition for the shortest route to economic success is the 
main reason that the earth's environment has been damaged. We cannot allow the earth to be damaged 
any further. Religious people must lead the way in the effort to save nature. Nature is God's creation and 
His gift to humankind. We must work quickly to awaken people to the preciousness of nature and the 
urgent need to restore it to the rich and free state it enjoyed at the time of creation." (Page 310) 
 
He knew that when natural resources come to be seen merely as commodities, no longer sacred, the 
consequences are imbalance, suffering, fighting and war. He warns, "We must stop waging war and 
forcing people to suffer. It is perverse to start wars and squander hundreds of billions of dollars. The time 
has come for us to beat our swords into plowshares and our spears into pruning hooks… It refers to an 
equalization of the world's standard of living. When someone monopolizes a technology and keeps profits 



 

 

for himself the balance of the world is upset…. This will require sacrifice from those with greater material 
possessions or knowledge. Building a world of peace cannot be done with onetime charitable acts or 
donations. Only sincere love and continuous sacrifice are capable of creating a world of peace. We must 
be willing to offer everything. The world can be completely unified only when there is both physical 
communication and communication of the heart." -- p. 341–2 
 

 
Sun Jin nim addressing International Leadership Conference 2016, which upf.org reports attracted more 

than three hundred delegates from sixty nations and a hundred and forty parliamentarians. Our 

international president seemed "in her element" as she expressed deep concerns and conveyed True 

Mother's deep concerns for the natural environment. 

 
Spiritual root of the harm we do 

 

As we lose our connection to God, our Heavenly Parent, we lose connection with the world around us. 
This is our sad reality as we face so many devastating consequences of our abuse of one another and of 
the earth. We have lost our center; we have lost perspective. 
 
All around us we see the disheartening effects of climate change: global warming, sea levels rising, 
acidification, mass extinction of marine and animal life, deforestation, food shortages and extreme 
fluctuation of weather patterns, and even an increase of new "super bugs", viruses and disease. 
 
These tragic developments are exacerbated by fracking, unsustainable energy consumption and unnatural 
and unsustainable food production. Our world is out of balance, resulting from the way we live, often 
unconsciously and without a larger awareness that all life must be respected and honored for the sake of 
the world and one another, and not just our own convenience. 
 
If we really open our eyes, we will see that our food, our water, our air, our lands, our bodies and the 
basic life elements are being polluted at an alarming rate. We are even polluting outer space with what is 
called "space junk." 
 
At the same time, we observe so many other indicators of human beings being "out of balance," for 
example, over-consumption leading to obesity and chronic illness are at one end of a spectrum, and food 
shortage, poverty, and more illness are at the other. 
 
We have lost touch with nature, as GMOs [genetically modified organisms] proliferate, and inhumanely 
treated animals are horrifically processed and chemically engineered. Are these manufactured food prod-
ucts likely to keep our human family healthy? No! A new generation of children may not outlive their 
parents. What is happening to our world, our families, and all creation is devastating! 
 
In order to regain our health, we need to change our orientation to life fundamentally. I like the concept of 
salutogenesis, which means "the origin of health." We have lost the way to true health, as individuals, as 
families, as societies, and as a planet. We seek health and happiness, but find ourselves racing forward 
into deeper levels of stress, illness and insecurity. 
 
All the environmental issues we discuss today are interconnected. They are related to and derive from the 
many conscious and unconscious choices we make each day. What we consume, what we dispose of, and 
the way we live, either contributes to the destruction of the earth or helps save the earth. If we make 
conscious effort to educate ourselves, our families and our communities to choose health and sustainable 
prosperity, an upward cycle of positive change can arise. 
 
My parents' shared quest 

 

My father and mother love humanity and nature, and in their lifelong ministry they have taught that all 
human beings need to live together as one family, in harmony with God, with each other, and with all of 
creation. This has been their platform for realizing a world of peace and prosperity. They have invested 



 

 

all their human and monetary resources to educate the world about how to live in unity and goodwill with 
all forms of life. 
 
Since my father ascended three years ago, I have accompanied my mother on speaking tours around the 
world as she strives to raise awareness of the need for all of us to care for God's creation. My mother 
founded the Sunhak Peace Prize to honor those who practice true stewardship and respect for all life on 
this planet, people who have dedicated their lives for the sake of future generations. 
 
To prevent global conflict and destruction, my parents always taught that how we live our lives, how we 
join in marriage and raise our families and how we interact in the world must be centered on true love, 
living for the sake of others. 
 
With every breath, at every moment, they worked tirelessly to create a moral, spiritual, social and political 
shift toward the true path of enlightened consciousness, responsibility and right action. This is why the 
vision of UPF, and the Sunhak Peace Prize underscores the importance of respect for the natural world, 
the planet, the oceans and all living beings. 
 

 
From left: Hwa-yun Chun and her husband, Kwon Jin Moon; Mr. Akhtar Ali, mayor, Nasinu Town 

Council in Fiji; Maria Lopardo, an Argentinian congresswoman; Sun Jin Moon and her husband, In Sup 

Park; Thomas Walsh, UPF international president; Choi Jai-chul, Korean government ambassador for 

Climate Change; and Saburo Takizawa, a retired U.N. High Commission for Refugees' representative in 

Japan, were among those who enhanced International Leadership Conference 2016, the theme of which 

was Addressing the Critical Challenges of Our Time: The Role of Governments, Civil Society and Faith-

Based Organizations. 

 
Let us join hands 

 

I also appreciate the work of the United Nations and the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change" 
which has taken direct action to seek to mitigate the impact of climate change. The COP 21 Summit, 
convened in Paris last December, was encouraging in that the entire world, 195 nations, is becoming 
increasingly concerned and engaged. 
 
Moreover, not only governments are onboard, but also many civil society organizations, faith-based 
organizations, municipalities, and corporations. There is a growing awareness of the problem and in-
creasing demands for solutions. 
 
We must do everything we can to restore our planet, and to restore ourselves. However, it will not be by 
government policy alone that the kind of changes that are required will be implemented effectively. We 
often hear the term "political will" applied to situations that require widespread commitment and decisive 
action. Even when policies may be in place, when political will is lacking, the results fall short of the 
desired goal. This is why it is so important that we draw on the great spiritual and moral traditions for 
inspiration, guidance and direction at this time. 
 
While fear of threats provides a great incentive for action, it often leads to action that is both too late and 
too little. Spiritual inspiration, on the other hand, has most often been able to guide humanity to go 
beyond self-interest, and to avoid what is called the "free rider" problem. Pope Francis' encyclical from 
last year, "Our Common Home" is an example of the way religion can guide us to restore balance to our 
lives. 
 
Finally, one of the great challenges of our time is rooted in the ways we are divided and at odds with one 
another, separated by nationality, religion, sect, ethnicity, culture and political ideology. Too seldom do 
we rise above these differences to bind our hearts and minds together, as one family under God. Precisely 
such action is needed at this time. 
 
Let us work together to achieve that vision of sustainable peace, health and prosperity, and stewardship of 
our "common home" and practice true love for all beings and creation. 


