One World, One Language. Just a Nice Dream?

Bratislava, Slovakia, 19. October 2015

By Barbara Grabner

he Slovak chapter of UPF heldan
I ev entwhich wasdedicated to the

search for acommon language. The
last sequencein the book “The Divine
Principle” statesthat the multitude of
languages resultsfrom the confusion and
conflicts caused by theFall. Duringthe
Second Coming mankind wouldregain a
common language. True Father
encouraged our memberscountless times
tolearn his language. How to let the public
know about the reason for learning
Korean?

A good opportunity arose when our family
camein contact witha teacher of
Esperantoin early spring. Jarmila
attended the Little Angles Performancein
Viennaandvisited other events and
lecturesafterwards. In a booklet she gave
uswe readthatthe founder of Esperanto,
Louis L. Zamenhof (1859-1917) not only
had thevision to finda common language
but wanted to combine the basics of all
wor Id religions into a Unified Religion.
Zamenhof discovered that this goal was
beyondhiscapacity and focused on solving
the language problem. Since the Esperanto
WorldCongress 2016 will beheld in
Slovakiaand in 2017in Korea, it seemed
fitting to highlight the need for acommon
language. Besides intensive mailing
advertising also theeventposters were
displayed in the hallways of the university.

On theeveningof October 19, heavy
rainfall caused thatless people came as
had promised. Evenduringa short
walk one got wetdespitean umbrella.
It afforded strongwill togooutinthe
dark andrain,and therefore the
organizing couple BarbaraandMilos
Klasgreeted every single guest with
sincere appreciation. The 20 guests
then enjoyeda unique and interesting
program.JarmilaRechtorisova
introduced tousthelife and work of
LouisL. Zamenhof, some historicworld
languages, the efforts of scholarsto
solv e the “Babylonian confusion” and
explained tousthe basics of Esperanto.
A conv incingaspectwas how much
easier theadministrationofthe
European Unionwould become if they
used one common language. The23
official languages of the union need 506
channels for translations which costs
severalhundred millions of Euros per
year.

The second presentation focused on
Korean, the prospectstomakeita
worldwide spoken language in
combinationwith therecentKorean
Wave.WhoknowsthatinChina
Korean belongs tothe most popular
foreign languages? Eveninthe United
Statesthe interestin thislanguage is
risingconsiderably. SylviaJurisova
attendsthe language course sponsored
by theKorean Embassy in Bratislava.
She explained her personal motivation
to study Korean,andwhy itisnot so
difficulttolearnit. Wewere surprised
tohearthatthepolitical division
between Northand South already
resultsin language differences. UPF
Secretary General Milos Klasshowed
picturesof Sun Moon University in
Korea and explained ina few wordsthe
vision of the founder.



