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Diary Sunday 16 February 2020:

I hadn't watched any Korean dramas for quite a while. I was disappointed by some recurring elements in
too many of them — except the ones that are really just funny or romantic — such as way too much
melodrama, too much violence (just like western movies) and what I see as almost like a love affair the
script writers seem to have with the evil (the bad guys — again, just like their western counterparts).

Too often those who murder, torture, lie, cheat, betray, destroy the lives of others, exploit others, push
others down, etc., are allowed to cause much more death, horror, pain and destruction than their own lives
are worth before they are stopped — and sometimes they even get off scot-free.

A few days ago my wife recommended a new drama: Crash-landing On You — or Emergency Love
Landing. I have watched 13 episodes out of the 16. I liked it up to that point because there were many
funny and also pleasant romantic elements.

The story is about a rich, self-made South Korean company chairwoman (who is also the daughter of the
chairman of one of the biggest corporations) who gets caught in a tornado while paragliding and lands on
the North Korean side of the DMZ, where she meets and later falls in love with an army officer.



Most of the story is very nice and pleasant but there is also a dark subplot running through it about a
higher ranking North Korean officer who exploits, tortures and murders people, and who wields
enormous power over others using corruption and blackmail. As the story unfolds, this and other dark
subplots — such as the betrayal of the main character by one of her half-brothers — become more and more
prominent.

I liked the main actors in the drama very much, especially Son Ye-jin, who plays the chairwoman. But
also all the other characters are played very well.

Yet today, after watching Episode 13 which has the main character near death in hospital after being shot
by the evil North Korean officer, I just gave up and am not interested in seeing the rest. My wife says the
series is very funny and enjoyable, and the dark subplot is just a minor element. I agree there is a lot that

is indeed very pleasing and funny in this drama but I don't like the dark theme and violence becoming as

prominent as I feel it has. It offends me so much that I refuse to watch the rest. I don't need to know how
the story ends if to find out I have to endure so much unpleasantness in the show.

The problem is that this reminds me too much of the real world, with which I am almost at war. Yes, there
is so much that is beautiful, great and pleasant in this world — but I can never forget its dark side.

Jesus said the meek will inherit the Earth but it is very obvious that this is still very, very far from being
fulfilled. It is not clear at all whether this could ever come true. In fact it seems totally impossible, though
I can't say it definitely is.

Everywhere on Earth, among humans, animals and even plants, the strong, the cunning, the ruthless, the
violent, the aggressive, the exploitative, the parasitic prevail, and their genes dominate because they can
procreate whereas the meek, the weak, the gentle, the naive, etc., are cast aside or eliminated. We
ourselves would not be here if not at least some of our ancestors had prevailed over others and cast them
aside. It is indeed survival of — and domination by — the fittest, the most well-adapted. I believe that is the
way God has worked. I only have a very faint hope we can change this someday.

Diary Monday 17 February 2020:
I ended up watching the last 2 episodes of Crash-landing on You anyway. It's quite emotional, as usual
with Korean dramas, but quite nice, too. Maybe I'm too sensitive about this. I get flustered and frustrated

too easily. Yes, frustrated.

I'm glad I watched the rest, and it turned out to be a bittersweet happy ending. I really liked the main
actress, Son Ye-jin. She is great.

Of course all this changes nothing about what I wrote in the preceding entry about my view of the world.
I wish so much this could change, and soon. It does not look likely, unfortunately.



