From "God's Hope for America"

The Pilgrim Fathers
America must have seemed attractive to those who were dreaming of a new world. Even
though America was unknown territory, it promised them the freedom of worship they
craved. The Puritans felt a strong/desire to create a community of their own. America
seemed an ideal place, so they made the courageous decision to venture there. They
committed themselves to the.treacherous journey across the Atlantic. They risked their
very lives, finding strengthiin their faith, which was stronger than life itself.
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Think of it: =I"hé‘y’ﬁ”d to dive up their families, their relatives, their surroundings, and
their country, and head toward anh\known land. Their only hope was in God. Every step
they took they depended&:pon God. Weh-joumey was | ng, and there were many storms.
They prayed unc to God. T, ey'h but one way 10 tlrn. They turned to God.
When they wer d dying ony Me ‘they,had medlcme to take, no doctor to
care for them; xhey"lurned to God. r|m men and women were oné Wlﬂ God.
And that i hoW‘thﬁy survived. &
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Put yourself in their position of total reliange on God. What a wonderful-;aifﬁ | am sure
that the faith of the Pilgrim Fathers touchedkthe heart of God. And when God is moved
He offers promises; and wihen He makes promises, He will fulfill them. God determined
to give these faithful p le the ultimate thing they Wanted--freedom of worship. He then
determined'to give th mc'éven more. A
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I am sure | you kn0w,, | have learned, that the Ma lower arrived at Plymouth Rock in
New England al the dead of winter. November in Ne gland is rather cold. The

destiny of the mers could have been oﬂﬁl st ion becausethere Was so little food

to eat. Give ttflérf t, it really i
the Mayflower vs%
They preservéd") is grain for planting the next spring. This was truly a supreme example
of sacrifice. They preferred to die hoping in tomorrow rather than to act in desperation for
only a few more days of life.

The Pilgrims came to this land full of purpose and hope. They knew that this purpose of
theirs was more important than preserving their own lives. Nothing could have given
them this kind of courage, this kind of dedication, this kind of sacrificial spirit except
their faith in God. When they arrived at Plymouth, the 41 men who had survived the
voyage got together and organized their ideas for government. The resulting Mayflower
Compact was signed, "In the Name of God, Amen." This is really a wonderful story. This
little group of people left Europe with their hope set in God. They grew sick and died in
God; they survived in God. They formed their first government and signed their official
papers, "In the Name of God."”

The story of the American Pilgrim Fathers is one of a kind in God's history. It fits into the
pattern of the righteous people of history, such as Abraham, Isaac, and Moses. These



Pilgrims were the Abrahams of modern history. They therefore had to brave many
hardships even after the Mayflower Compact was signed.

A winter of heartbreak

During the first winter in America, the population of the hardy Mayflower survivors was
cut in half. Each day that winter brought a heartbreaking separation from loved ones. One
by one these courageous pioneers died. Yet their life from morning to night, from dusk to
dawn, was centered upon the will of God. God was their only comfort, their only hope
and their only security. God was the principal partner for them. Here was an example of
such a rare and pure group of God's people. They demonstrated untiring faith, and God
gave them power and courage. They never lost their trust in God and their vision of the
future. Their purpose in coming to America was to build a nation where God could dwell,
where they could really share fellowship with each other and rejoice in fellowship with
God. This was all in God's providence, because He needed a nation to serve as His
champion for the ultimate and permanent salvation of the world.

So another miracle came to the Pilgrims. When they were just barely surviving and their
population had been halved, the Indians could easily have wiped them out with one
stroke. But again, God was a shield for them. The first group of Indians the Mayflower
survivors encountered were not hostile. The Indians welcomed the settlers. If the Pilgrims
had been destroyed at that time, there would probably have been no America for God.
God intervened to save His people here in America. This is my belief. God wanted them
to settle, and He gave the Pilgrims a chance.

As the population of the settlement grew, they had to push the Indians away to enlarge
their own colony. Of course, this land did not belong to the new American people
originally. The Indians were the inhabitants of the land, and the Pilgrim settlers must
have been invaders in the eyes of the Indians. Why then did God give these settlers their
great chance? Here is my interpretation: God sided with the American settlers because it
was in His plan. Furthermore, these American settlers met God's requirements and truly
demonstrated an unwavering faith in God. God could not help but give them His promise
and fulfill that promise.

America's existence was according to God's providence. God needed to build one
powerful Christian nation on earth for His future work. After all, America belonged to
God first, and only after that to the Indians. This is the only interpretation that can justify
the position of the Pilgrim settlers.

This continent of America was hidden away for a special purpose and was not discovered
until the appropriate hour. The people of God came at the appointed hour. They came to
mold the new way of life. Their principal partner was God. At home, in caring for their
children, in farming or. cooking or building, they let God share their work. He was the
only security they had. A farmer might talk to his son working out in the field with him.
"Let's plow this field in the name of God." Their everyday life was lived in the name of
God.



After the first spring visited them, they cleared the fields, planted, cultivated, and
harvested the crop. And they attributed all their precious harvest to the grace of God. The
beautiful tradition of Thanksgiving thus originated. Following the next severe winter, the
first thing they built was a church. At night, at dawn, in the morning and at noontime,
they prayed to God. | am sure they prayed, "God, we want to build a place for You which
must be better than the Old World. We want to build a place where You can dwell and be
master."

And they also had a vision of the future that this Christian nation would do more good for
the rest of the world than any other country upon the face of the earth. | am sure that after
their church they built a school. They wanted outstanding schools for their children,
better than any schools existing in the Old World. And their homes came last. After they
built these homes, they dedicated them to God. This is the history of your Pilgrim fathers,
I know. I can visualize earl ,.\,“ 2a as a beautiful America, because God was dwelling
everywhere. In the schog »‘Q‘.‘ i in the
market place, God was
Later True Father conc

The quality of faith

impress God with numberSgRtl Wi ith. angdard is the quality of
Abraham's faith. How many A neri rying out with fervor for
God? How many American Christi at &0d's work is thelr own work? How
many people put God first? Hg)w many arere
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Somebody must begin, and begi . Eve e pe on somebody must begin.

Someone must give himself up for+hes ( : Bring God back home. We
must have our churches filled with fiery faith; we mugeErate new homes where our
families can be really happy, and we must finally create a new society, a new spiritual
nation where God can dwell. America must go beyond America! This is the only way for
this country to survive. | know this clearly: This is the will of God. Therefore, I have
come to America, where | become one voice crying in the wilderness of the 20th century.

In the last few weeks, and in particular in the last few days, our Unification Church
people greeted every one of you--and not just once, twice, or three times. You are almost
tired of them, I am sure. But put yourself in these young people's positions. Why are they
doing this? Does it bring them any material profit? Eighty-five percent of the young
people in our movement are college graduates. They are capable of earning tens of
thousands of dollars a year, but instead they are going out on the streets asking you to
come to these lectures. Their hearts are compassionate. They have one purpose: They
want to save America. They want to bring God back to America and they know that by
serving the world they can save America.

These young people are here to rekindle America's spirit. America has a great tradition.
All you have to do is revive it. We need a new movement of Pilgrims with a new vision.
This is inevitable, because God left no alternative for America. You have no other



direction in which to turn. The new Pilgrim movement has come--not for America alone,
but for the world. In other words, the movement for world salvation must begin in this
country. America is the base and when America fulfills her mission you will be eternally
blessed.

This is God's hope for America. This is God's ardent hope for you. For myself, | made a
covenant with our young people of America that we will strive in partnership with God
for this great crusade. | want you to join, | want you to support these young people.

There is nowhere else to turn. When you bring God back into your home, your home will
be secure. Your juvenile delinquency problem will be solved. There is no good answer to
the racial problem except God. Communism will be no threat when God is made real.
God will increase your wealth. This is the one way that America can save herself.

This is my deep desire, from my heart, that America will see the glorious day of renewal.
And for this reason | come to speak to you with hope for America.

I really appreciate, particularly tonight, every one of you who has come and listened so
thoughtfully. May God bless your home, bless your work. Thank you very much.



