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EDITOR'S MESSAGE 

I want to pay tribute to the many foreign members who worked 
side by side with us to make a foundation of goodness in America. The 
spiritual influence is hard to measure, but in my heart I believe that 
because we, the international Unification members, were here, God 
has woven a great new flag of freedom for the whole world. 

As youth, we marched through campaign after campaign, push­
ing back the forces of Satan. Our church centers provided a "home" 
where spiritual strength and nurture were seemingly built into the 
walls. You couldn't stray too far from the central focus without feeling 
a hand reaching out and pulling you back on track. 

Now many of us are families: husbands and wives and children. 
Our walls have moved outward to encompass a whole community, in­
cluding our home church area, schools and jobs. But somewhere in 
the complex structure of relationships and activities, we also feel the 
need to "come home" to nurture and focus. The church center has be­
come a church community where we strengthen our own faith and 
that of our brothers and sisters, where we meet to educate our chil­
dren, where we bring those people we meet who are seeking the same 
ideals. Thus we devote this issue to the congregation of believers. 
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THE DAY OF THE LOVE OF GOD 

By Reverend Sun Myung Moon 

Father delivered this talk on May 29, 1984 at Belvedere; it was translated 
by Dr. Bo Hi Pak. Here are excerpts. 

The meaning of the title is that Heavenly 
love controls everything. 

All of us know that the fall of man oc­
curred because of the misuse oflove. The love 
of God is the center of the universe and all the 
creation came about as a manifestation of this 
love. If no fall had occurred, the world would 
have been centered upon God's love and God 
would have had total domain over all things. 

Since God created the world out of His 
love, once God's love is consummated, the pur­
pose of the creation is consummated. As you 
know, according to the Principle of Creation, 
all of creation occurred through gradual phas­
es, beginning with the mineral kingdom and 
progressing through the plants, animals, and 
culminating in human beings. What is the es­
sence of nature? Nature is like the museum of 
the love of God; it is the place in which God 
has manifested His love. 

Nature is the realm of generation and re­
generation. A little insect, for example, may 
exist for less than a year but its eggs will 
hatch and the new insects will carry on; thus 
the cycle continues. Even within the world of 
the insects there is a language and music. 
They have their own Performing Arts groups! 
You don't appreciate them, but they do. 

The love of every person is connected, 
like an electrical outlet, to the source or the 
central powerhouse. That central powerhouse 
is God and that love flows down, not only to 
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human beings but also to the animals, the 
plants and the mineral world. Human beings 
are the mediators of that love to the rest of the 
universe, but since man became a defective 
mediator, God's love became disconnected to 
the entire universe. 

God's love is rhythmical. For that reason, 
the birds of the north fly to the south to have 

7 



their babies while those from the south fly 
north. The fish that normally dwell in warm 
water go to the cold water streams to hatch 
their eggs; cold water fish hatch their eggs in 
warm water. This is the way our universe 
moves in rhythm; it is the manifestation of the 
dramatic nature of love. 

Therefore, there must be rhythm to the 
love relationships in human life. That rhythm 
is manifested in our church in the relation­
ships between white and black, between yel­
low and white, and so forth. This mixing and 
exchanging creates the most dramatic wave of 
love in the sight of God. Just like the fish swap 
from warm to cold water to hatch their eggs, it 
would be good to see Oriental people come to 
the West to give birth to their babies and vice­
versa. 

The most fundamental revolution in this 
fallen world is the one oflove, and that is what 
I am bringing. Your most holy place is not a 
shameful place; it is a place of dignity. You 
should walk with great dignity and move 
through this world, conscious that your most 
holy place is part of you. All the filth and dis­
ease of this world will be repelled by that atti­
tude. The time will come when the whole 
world, including youngsters and single people, 
will bow down to the beautiful couple who 
walks arm in arm, united in holy love. 

The Kingdom of Heaven is nothing other 
than this-the world in which men and women 
protect their love, maintain themselves in a 
God-centered way, and stroll together down 
the street in perfect harmony. It was because 
of the fall of man that this kind of marching of 
holy men and women became impossible. The 
most holy places of men and women became 
the most shameful places; people have hidden 
those parts and have been ashamed to talk 
about them. 
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Nature is our Textbook 
People have been asking a fundamental 

question throughout history: Why did God 
create human beings and the universe? Many 
great philosophers have offered their thoughts 
on the subject and usually their thoughts were 
rather intricate and complicated. But God has 
never fully agreed with those opinions. Finally 
Reverend Moon has come and said, "God creat­
ed for this very simple reason." And God 
smiled and said, "My son, you have hit the 
jackpot!" 

Did you hear the singing of the birds this 
morning on the lawn? Everyone keep absolute­
ly quiet for a few moments so we can listen to 
them ... What are they doing out there? They 
are singing love songs to one another. Nature 
is our textbook. When I hear those birds, I feel 
inspired to sing a love song to Mother. Every­
thing in creation exists in pairs-the cats, the 
birds, the insects and so forth. This is true 
even for the black raven, which is often a sym­
bol for Satan. The sound ofravens calling to 
each other is quite harsh and unpleasant, still 
I think, ''Well, they are speaking oflove and 
they can teach people how to love each other." 

Even when they fly, the birds are looking 
at one another; yet they do not lose their sense 
of direction. Therefore I came to the conclusion 

The Kingdom of Heaven is nothing other than this-the 
world in which men and women protect their love, maintain 
themselves in a God-centered way, and stroll together down 
the street in perfect harmony. 

that nature is our classroom of love-it is the 
holy place which God created in order to teach 
people how to love. Everything you eat­
vegetables, rice, bread, etc.-wants to become 
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a part of your body when you have a loving at­
titude. They want to gain a higher place of 
love. But when you eat them with a selfish and 
hateful mind, they revolt against going into 
your stomach. They don't want to be a pa-rt of 
anything other than love. 

Just as the things of creation gladly give 
themselves up to become part of a loving hu­
man body, we humans also willingly die for 
love. The popular theories of random selection 

If you can lay down your life for the sake of your spo1:se, yo_u 
are the greatest lover. Likewise, t~ose parents who gwe their 
lives for their children have the highest love. 

and evolution are completely off-base. The 
truth is that the lower forms of creation will­
ingly sacrifice themselves to the higher beings 
for the purpose of fulfilling higher love. 

I want you to know that love is the most 
holy and supreme impulse. If you can lay down 
your life for the sake of your spouse, you are 
the greatest lover. Likewise, those parents • 
who give their lives for their children have the 
highest love. 

We must learn the lessons of love from 
nature. The holiest people have always been 
on intimate terms with nature. You should 
naturally want to go out every day and look at 
the sky and the bids and the animals in order 
to perceive new lessons in love. Your home 
must be one of love, not only for your family 
but also for the things of nature. AU the crea­
tures, including the insects, will want to be: 
come a part of your "love orchestra." You will 
have plants, animals, flowers and insects 
dwelling together in love. 

In Praise of Love 
The universe welcomes those men and 
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women who consider love the supreme value. 
Does anyone here think I am wrong in saying 
this? Love is almighty; it is greater than life it­
self. There are no adjectives large enough to 
describe love. It is absolute, it is unchanging, 
it is beautiful, it is sweet; yet none of these 
words encompass love. Throughout the history 
of literature and poetry, what is more 
praised-love or life? Or maybe power and 
money are the focus of poetry? No, love is most 
praised. The reason is very simple, yet per­
haps most poets don't fully understand. 

God put the most holy places of men and 
women in the location on the body that was 
safest and most protected. This is particularly 
true of women. Therefore, when you women sit 
down in a careless way it is very ugly to be­
hold. You must sit in a way that maintains the 
protection and dignity of your holy place. From 
this fundamental point of view, the true stan­
dards of courtesy, etiquette and protocol can 
be derived and can endure. This permanent 
standard of protocol is derived from the per­
manent value oflove. In order to change that 
ethic or protocol, love itself would have to be 
changed, and no one can do that. 

In the fallen world, many women are 
abused by men who seek for nothing but to 
gratify themselves sexually. That is far worse 
than the animals. Love relationships should be 
done in a beautiful, even artistic way. Engag­
ing in love should be like giving and receiving 
the most precious gift. Imagine if you were re­
ceiving a gift of diamond jewelry. You would 
relish so sweetly the unwrapping of that gift, 
carefully pulling off the ribbons one by one. 
The scotch tape and the paper would be taken 
off, deliberately and reverently. Ultimately, af­
ter the process of unwrapping, you would see 
that diamond. 

You Unification Church members should 
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know how to relate to the beauty of nature and 
how to enjoy being in creation. Even though 
you are all alone, you can feel the thrill of see­
ing a lovely flower. You can watch the fish in a 
pond as they vigorously chase after each other 
and you can say, ''They are running after k•ve 
and they never get tired." Tell ycursPlf, "I will 
never get tired either because I am running af­
ter love." The salmon can teach a beautiful 
love lesson to humanity because they experi­
ence only one love and then they die. They give 
their lives to love, to hatch their eggs, and 
then they die. Their lives are consummated by 
the fulfillment of their love, so they have noth­
ing more to live for. 

A Message of Universal 
Importance 

Now you can understand the concept of 
love that I am speaking about. When you get 
up in the morning, why not time your waking 
with the rhythm of the birds singing? Acer­
tain kind of bird jumps around and sings and 
then they kiss each other. They are great 
teachers of love. God assigned them the mis­
sion of teaching clumsy men how to love! 

When a husband and wife are truly in 
love, having a disagreement will not hurt any­
thing; in fact it will increase your loving feel­
ings later. After you clash with each other, you 
can embracethat much more strongly. Do you 
couples experience these kinds of things? 

So now you understand that your most 
holy place belongs to your spouse, not yourself. 
You were not born for your own sake but for 
the sake of others. As long as your terminology 
is "we" and "us" the universe supports you, but 

f "I" d" " as soon as you think in terms o an me 
the universe will turn against you. Eventually 
you will be expelled from this universe. Can 
you complain against this rule? 

12 

This is the beauty of marriage-it pushes 
people to think always of themselves in terms 
of another. Likewise living in a family requires 
us to think in terms of"we"-the children 
think of their parents, the parents think of the 
children, each child thinks of the other broth­
ers and sisters. But often this is not the case in 
American homes; for this reason many Ameri­
can families are heading toward destruction. 
But what about the Unification Church? Are 
we heading upward or downward? We are ris­
ing. 

A day such as this-the Day of the Love 
of God-has never before been declared. Peo­
ple have simply not imagined that the love of 
God was supposed to have dominion over all 
creation. If you could choose between reading 
a difficult and complicated philosophy book or 
a poem about love, which would you prefer? 
Quite simply, people enjoy the sweetness of 
love over everything else. 

The message I am giving to you today is 
not only for this particular Sunday I, 11 L is of 
universal importance. It is the fou11d;1tion for 
all understanding and that is why l have spok­
en so clearly about it today. 

On the "Plus" Side 
The era of just paying indemnity is over; 

everything we accomplish from now on be­
comes a plus and we can build our tower of vic­
tory. Whatever we do will give God more pow­
er and dominion over the world. Centering 
upon the spirit of the love of God, not upon a 
spirit of vengeance, all these things will come 
about. We can post this sign: ''The Love of God 
Will Govern," because we are entering into the 
direct dominion of God. 

We can do this only because the True 
Parents are at the center. By the fall of Adam 
and Eve, everything was lost to the satanic 
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world and thus the wrong and bad parent took 
over the world. But now the True Parents 
have brought the original love of God, with 
which they are wiping up and cleaning out all 
illicit and filthy things of the fallen world. This 
new era is beginning with the court battle 

' which is my time of crucifixion. 
Immediately after his crucifixion, Jesus 

descended into Hell and stayed there for three 
days. He restored his power of dominion 
through the love of God. By the same token, I 
must descend into the hell of this earthly 
world in order to establish the dominion of the 
love of God here. Then I will resurrect. 

I am making this declaration that Jesus 
was in the parental role in spirit world; now 
True Parents are on earth, centering on the 
original love and claiming God's dominion over 
all humanity and all things by overcoming all 
the power of Hell, both on earth and in spirit 
world. This is the declaration ceremony. 

On May 16, 1984, at 12:54 a.m., I de­
clared the Day of the Love of God. This is the 
turning point upon which original love will be­
gin to govern the world which has always been 
governed by satanic love. I have already set 
the condition, so there is no possibility for Sa­
tan to invade or accuse this victory; he has no 
power to infiltrate in any way over my condi­
tions. Before this turning point, all the hard 
work you did was to pay off historical debts. 
But from today forward, every drop of sweat 
and blood and all your hard work will add to 
our tower of victory. 

Until now, God's side did not have such a 
position in the world and Satan could always 
take everything away from God. But now God 
will take everything from the satanic position 
into the Heavenly position, with no strings at­
tached. I will never return to Korea or any­
where until we have achieved unification-
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first of all, internal unity of the Unification 
Church movement; and the external unity of 
the Unification Church and the Christian 
world. 

Until I accomplished this foundation, I 
did not feel I had accomplished my mission. 
But now I see that the Unification movement 
has become solidly united around the True 
Parents. Furthermore the Christian communi­
ty has united solidly with me. For this reason I 
now feel free to go anywhere and work any­
place else. I do not look at the American people 
as my enemies; I see them as they will be 
when they are restored as original people. 
When I look at them in that way, the more op­
position they give us, the greater victory it be­
comes for Heaven. 

The government is the servant of the 
people of the United States and American pub­
lic opinion is supporting me at this time. 
Therefore America is not lost and I look at this 
as God's territory; it is not satanic territory. I 
look at America with eyes of true and original 
love. It is only a matter of time in which Amer­
ica, as well as the free world, will surrender to 
Reverend Moon's ideal. Even those who have 
been my arch-enemies will turn around and 
say, ''We misunderstood you. You are a living 

I do not look at the American people as my enemies; I see 
them as they will be when they are restored as original peo­
ple. 

and loving saint, special throughout human 
history." Once that condition has been esta­
blished, the entire world can be educated with­
in forty days-this is the satellite age, after 
all. 
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Are You Ready? 
For this reason, we must not delay even 

one more minute. If you delay, you will create 
the opportunity for Satan to invade and weak­
en you so you must march forward right now! 
Remember what the Christians of the first 
centuries had to endure. They were forced to 
hide within the Roman Empire in the cata­
combs. If they were captured they were fed to 
the lions in the coliseum. When we think of 
those glorious martyrs, we know that no mat­
ter how hard our work becomes, it never ap­
proaches their level of sacrifice. There is no 
way we can excuse ourselves. 

In order to prevent satanic infiltration 
within our movement from now on, I will ask 
you several questions that I want you to an­
swer from your heart. Are you ready? 

The first question I direct to True Moth­
er: Are you ready, unto your life, to give your 
total love, loyalty and dedication to thP ideal of 
God and True Parents, so that we slwll 
achieve this goal at any cost and at any sacri­
fice? 

Mother said, ''Yes, Father." 
Now, because of Mother's clear and loyal 

answer, Satan has no way to infiltrate this 
holy family, even if Mother makes some mis­
takes. 

The next question I am asking to the four 
blessed children here, led by Hyo Jin, the eld­
est son: From now on, are you totally united 
with the concept and ideal of the True Par­
ents? Are you willing to faithfully execute your 
duties as True Children and to accomplish, 
unto your lives, the goals of Heavenly Father 
and True Parents? 

Hyo Jin Nim answered clearly, ''Yes, Sir." 
From now on, even if you make a mistake 

and do the wrong thing it will not affect the 
destiny or mission of the Unification Church. 
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This pledge was made upon love. 
Now I ask all the blessed couples, headed 

by the 36 couples, this question: Do you pledge 
to unite totally with the True Parents and the 
True Children? Will you fulfill the goals of the 
True Parents, even unto your lives, fighting as 
gallant soldiers of Heaven? Will you bring the 
victory, on the foundation of the original love 
of God? 

They answered, ''Yes, Father." 
So far all your mistakes and wrongdoings 

have been paid for by the True Parents, but af­
ter your pledge this is no longer the case. From 
this time on, you will be taking responsibility 
for your own mistakes. In other words, no mat­
ter what mistakes you make, they will not be­
come a hindrance to the True Parents' dispen­
sation in the world. Your pledge was that you 
would not be a burden to the True Parents or 
the Unification Church, but that you will be­
come their champion. 

The Day of the Love of God was never an 
established fact before, so all your misdemean­
ors were suffered by the True Parents. All the 
things that the Unification Church members 
did wrong in the past always came back to me 

Do you pledge to unite totally with the True Parents and the 
True Children? Will you fulfill the goals of the True Parents, 
even unto your lives, fighting as gallant S£?ldiers of H~a~en? 
Will you bring the victory, on the foundation of the original 
love of God? 

and people accused me, but that will not be 
happening any more. The time has come for 
you to be the responsible ones. This is a day of 
liberation for the True Parents. 

Today we have gathered together the 
Unification Church leaders from all around 

17 



the world, including more than 120 countries. 
Upon this occasion, will you pledge your life 
for the fulfillment of the dispensation of God? 
If so, please raise your hands and say, ''Yes, 
Father." Thank you. By making that pledge, 
you gave liberation to me and Mother. 

Our Tower of Victory 
At this hour I declare what I have al­

ready declared in prayer: that there shall be 
no more fear of death. That fear shall be over­
come by the power of God's love. When Heung 
Jin passed away, I overcame the sorrow that 
people normally feel when a beloved son dies. 
By the power of God's love I proclaimed Janu­
ary 3 the Day of the Victory of Love. On that 
day, I declared our total liberation from the 
fear of death. Likewise I am saying today that 
the love of God has overcome any fear of 
imprisonment. That is why I proclaimed today 
as the Day of the Love of God-only the love of 
God prevails and shall have domain over the 
world. 

The turning point has been reached. We 
shall see the rejuvenation of joy in the Unifica­
tion Church and within Christianity. God is 
providing us with this great momentum. 

I have already said this at East Garden 
so I would like to say it officially today. Let 
this declaration go out to the world from the 
True Parents: From now on, from 100 battles 
we will win 100 victories and nothing less. 
Every move we make will bring us the victory 
because the indemnity era is over. We are be­
ginning to build our tower of victory. Today is 
the day of declaration of this significant mes­
sage, along with the Day of the Love of God. 

This declaration is not only a horizontal 
one; it has been made in the eyes of God and 
the spirit world as well. The entire universe­
Heaven and earth-are listening to this 
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declaration. We have our slogan for the year­
Creation of the Fatherland-and this is our 
goal here on the physical earth, centered upon 
the original love of God. 

Everyone please stand up. Make pairs by 
holding onto one person's hand. Raise your 
free hand above your head. We are going to 
pray and you will receive a blessing from God 
and True Parents. You are standing in pairs 
because you can only be blessed in the sight of 
God when you have created a pair. You must 
create a circuit by which to receive the bless­
ing from God through True Parents, so that is 
what you are doing symbolically now. Let us 
pray. 
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BUILDING THE 
AMERICAN CHURCH 

By Dr. Mose Durst 

Here are excerpts from a sermon 
Dr. Durst delivered at Belvedere on 
August 7, 1988. 

Just before Father left for Ko­
rea, he spoke to the leaders at 
East Garden; the theme of taking 
ownership was central to his mes­
sage. In pointing out that many 
Korean, Japanese and European 
missionaries who have been here 
for a number of years would now 
have to go back to their countries 

' Father emphasized that Ameri-
cans should feel ownership and re­
sponsibility for this nation. 

When the many Japanese, Ko­
rean and European brother and 
sisters returned to their home 
countries, I felt such gratitude for 
all they had sacrificed for us in 
America. Just one example: once, 
at my apartment in the Headquar­
ters building, I awoke at 3:00 a.m. 
to banging, and realized it was our 
brothers staying up all night re­
storing the building. Any resent­
ment at being awakened immedi­
ately dissolved into gratitude, 
because I had nothing to complain 
about when these people who came 
from Japan didn't even go to sleep. 

I repented to Father that we 
Americans hadn't set enough con­
ditions to allow for the impact of 
those missionaries to have a great­
er effect in America. Representing 
the American church, I feel it's im-
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portant that we acknowledge in 
gratitude and in repentance what 
these missionaries have done for 
us. 

We give gratitude to those who 
have come here-indeed we should 
repent that we didn't do enough in 
working with them, but ultimately 
we must take ownership and re­
sponsibility for our own nation. 

For many years, Father has 
spoken of Japanese and Koreans 
taking responsibility for Asia. On a 
world level, Japan is at least the 
number two power economically; 
in terms of what Japanese banks 
own-number one. The top ten 
wealthiest banks in the world are 
all Japanese. Japan and the Unit-

Representing the American 
church, I feel it's important 
that we acknowledge in 
gratitude and in repentance 
what these missionaries have 
done for us. 

ed States together produce 40% of 
the goods and services of the 
world. A good part of the other 
60% is produced in Europe. 

By 1992, all trade barriers will 
be removed in Europe; many polit­
ical barriers will be removed as 
well. If Europe is united as a spir­
itual and economic power of 340 
million people, it can take care of 
much of Africa. We still have, how­
ever, the most powerful empire in 

the history of the world right now 
in America. The providence has 
not left America. Father has said 
many, many times that the United 
States has a great responsibility 
for Latin America, both materially 
and spiritually. Father is thinking 
in concrete terms of how these 
great powers can care for the rest 
of the world. 

What is "The Church"? 
The question is: how do we take 

responsibility for America? How do 
we take ownership-what does 
that mean? When we look up the 
word "church," the major defini­
tion is "a place where God dwells, 
usually a physical temple of a 
sort." But Father is not so much 
concerned about the physical 
buildings that we inhabit as our 
church. 

We may conceive of "the 
church" as missionaries living in 
church centers. However, we see 
more and more families living in 
their homes and working in busi­
nesses. They are human beings liv­
ing in their apartments and 
homes, having children, having to 
pay the rent, and worrying about 
who is going to babysit. If we're go­
ing to build an American church, 
we've got to look at ourselves as 
the church. 

I was taught Father's life was 
neither about building the church 
at Pusan, nor liberating the people 
of Taegue, but building a world 
where God can be comforted and 
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I was taught Father's life 
was neither about building 
the church at Pusan, nor 
liberating the people of 
Taegue, but building a world 
where God can be comforted 
and the world can be 
liberated. 

the world can be liberated. 

A Holy People 

When Father is in Korea and 
he is brought the first fruits of the 
season-the apples or the Korean 
pears, he offers them up to God. 
It's a holy moment. 

When Hyo Jin Nim prays over 
his child or Ye Jin Nim's child, we 
enter into that moment of prayer, 
and it's a sacred moment. You feel 
the world is holy. It feels good to 
be around holy people. As soon as 
those words and that holy feeling 
comes about, you feel like you can 
breathe again. 

This is the reality of who we 
are-holy people, heavenly people. 
We want a loving and caring 
church-it starts with us. It's al­
ways nice to know that other peo­
ple are going to be here, caring for 
us, but my experience of life is that 
often that's not the case, so I've got 
to be there, caring. If I'm loving, I 
feel a certain amount oflove; if I'm 
caring, I feel good. 

Father has been speaking 
about our being responsible, hav-

ing ownership and creating the 
church. Whatever problems we 
have with "the church" are largely 
within ourselves. If you read the 
transcripts of every one of Heung 
Jin Nim's talks in the last year, 
over and over again he says: "Don't 
worry about what somebody else is 
doing in the church. Worry about 
where you are inside and what 
you're doing-what kind of respon­
sibility you are taking in the 
church." 

The church is as good as the 
image we see in the mirror when 
we wash our face in the morning. 
That is the hope of the world. Fa­
ther gives us an image of God as 
infinitely creative and infinitely 
loving. My sense is that we have 
much greater latitude to be crea­
tive and flexible than we imagine. 
We can become much more than 
we ever imagined if we understand 
the value of who we are, and if we 
understand the Divine Principle. 
To "take ownership" of America is 
to apply the Principle of loving this 
nation from God's point of view, 
starting with ourselves. 

The Church is a Community 
Obviously, we don't exist as iso­

lated individuals. The second defi­
nition of church is, "a community, 
an entity larger than one's self." If 
we want to feel infinitely loving, 
creative and valuable, what do we 
want from the community of faith? 
We want to be around creative, 
loving, caring, energetic, imagina-
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tive and beautiful people. 
St. Paul talks about being a 

friend to others in the church. I'm 
always saddened, and I'm sure Fa­
ther is even more saddened, when 
people say, "Well, I don't have 
many friends in the church. I've 
got people working with me, but 
no friends. I go home to my room 
alone, and I feel isolated." Where 
is the constant embrace which is 
the reality of what Father's talk­
ing about? 

When I was a professor of liter­
ature, I was concerned about 
American utopian movements. 
Oneida, New York, Aurora, El Do­
rado, Oregon-all these places 
were utopian communities where 
there was at least the hope of 
building an ideal community. Even 
the radical movements of the 
'60's-the anti-war movement, the 
peace movement-were stimulat­
ing because of the community feel­
ing. People were committed to 
common ideals of peace, freedom 
and justice. We are still committed 
to those ideals. This is what a com­
munity of faith is all about: a com­
munity of faith is a community of 
love is a church! We have to be the 
ones to make it that way. 

Overcoming obstacles is our 
challenge in building our church. 
It is not acceptable to be misera­
ble. Spiritual death is not a good 
alternative. Being paralyzed is not 
alright. Satan says, ''You're not go­
ing to make it. You're off ... " But at 
some point you've got to say, "I 

separate from that, and I graft my­
self onto a new tree: the tree of 
health and love and hope-the tree 
of our True Parents." That hopeful 
belief is what allows us to have the 
power to overcome obstacles. 

Transformation 

If we move from the individual 
church through our community 
church, and then to the larger 
world, then what is necessary in 
building a church? We have to feel 
that we've got something of great 
value. I've never felt that the 
church is "us" and the rest of the 
world is "them-those bad guys 
out there." Actually, some days 
we're pretty bad and they're pretty 
good! But largely speaking, I don't 
think I've ever lost the feeling that 
we have something of great and 
precious value that the world 
knows not. Father in Lhv messian­
ic role seeks to bring a tran sforma­
tion of culture. We are also in that 
role. What is our transformation? 
We have to transform ourselves by 
these ideals of love, care and crea­
tivity; only then can we be a wit­
ness to the world and bring about 
conversion. 

The spirit world is already pre­
pared to help us. Suppose there 
are only ten people in New York 
who are ready to receive a heaven­
ly hit. How are we going to find 
them? You've got to go some place 
with a vibration. T~e spirit world 
says to you, "Look, don't get on the 
first car today; get on train car 
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number three. You may not know 
why, but just get on car number 
three." The signal comes. If you 
pray, it's got to work. If God exists 
and you are desperate to reach 
somebody, nothing may happen for 
six months, and all of a sudden­
you meet seven guys in car num­
ber three who are prepared to re­
spond. 

Our Parents' Example 
What have our parents taught 

us? They teach us about heavenly 
love and right order in every rela­
tionship: a father and son, parent 
and child, brother and sister. If 
you're standing, stand with pride; 
if you're sitting, sit with pride. If 
you're a human being, be virtuous; 
if you're doing something; do it 
beautifully. Father is saying that 
in every aspect of life, be beautiful, 
be good, be loving, be all you can 
be. Whenever you see Father, day 
or night, he's always clean, always 
heavenly, always beautiful. Why? 
He is the example that he wants 
us to convert to: a life of love and 
creativity, a life of beauty. That is 
our challenge, to be the ones to 
reach out in a very natural way to 
the larger society. 

Building a caring, loving com­
munity is not an easy thing to do, 
but if we're going to build an 
American church, we've got to 
reach American people. It has to 
be done in a natural way, not only 
by missionaries in church centers, 
but we need to reach out in what-

ever area we are. If people are ed­
ucated, you have to know how they 
think. You have to look in the 
bookstores and see what they're 
reading. 

To reach educated Americans 
does demand discussion and de­
bate as a way of bringing people to 
the Principle. Americans like to 
question and they are distrustful 
of dogmatic people. Americans are 
strong believers in truth, but they 
don't like people saying, "Believe 
this; here it is, take it. Don't give 
me any questions." They won't ac­
cept that. 

The Christian love that you 
find in our family is extraordinary. 
Do we at least act like Christians 
to the larger Christian community 

If you're standing, stand 
with pride; if you're sitting, 
sit with pride. If you're a 
human being, be virtuous; if 
you're doing something; do it 
beautifully. Father is saying 
that in every aspect of life, be 
beautiful, be good, be loving, 
be all you can be. 

in a way which can move their 
hearts? If we're going to be a wit­
ness to the world, it requires the 
techniques of setting goals and 
saying, "I'm going to say hello to 
three people and give out three 
pamphlets today." You do have to 
pray and build up momentum. 
However, you'll only do these 
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things if you feel that being a 
Christian is a natural, good and 
loving thing to do. If you're just re­
lating with people based on your 
sense of mission, or if you are pri­
marily responding out of duty, 
your heart dries up after a while. 

At one time we did need the 
structure of a spiritual community 
where we had to learn to get up by 
having someone knock on our door, 
even if we didn't like it. But now, 
nobody is knocking on our door 
any more. Nobody will know-just 
God. We may no longer belong in a 
tight church center. Whatever 
shortcomings we see in the church, 
we must realize that we are the 
church. We have to give life tooth­
ers by genuinely caring for them. 

I've just read some books by 
Christian evangelists and Chris­
tian professors on evangelism­
how to build your church. Do you 
know how most churches are built 
and continue growing in America? 
Through friends and relatives. 
What are the instructions Father 
has given us? "Go to your friends; 
go to your relatives. Go to people 
you know and build relationship. 
Not just for a day, but always." 

We need to differentiate our­
selves from worldly people in qual­
ity if we're going to move the 
American public. We have to be 
good Christians at the very least, 
and able to care for the unique 
other human being. That's what 
conversion is about: turning the 
world to something better. It 

We have to build an 
American church by taking 
responsibility -we have to 
give life to others by 
genuinely caring for them. 

doesn't have to be done in an un­
natural way. We may have to dis­
cover the ways that we work best. 

The building of an American 
church is a complex business, but 
it has to be based on an under­
standing of who we're trying to 
reach. That's very difficult. To 
move Americans, we begin with re­
spect and understanding. 

Father is trying to teach us hu­
mility-humility before another 
person. Look at Father, the way he 
reaches almost every kind of per­
son. To the scientists he talks in 
one way, to the staff members he 
talks in another way, to new peo­
ple he's just met in another way. 
Father is very comprehensive, try­
ing to understand the uniqueness 
of every person and how to relate 
to that person. 

We have to create an environ­
ment of love that is different and 
better than the world. If we feel 
ours is not better, then we can buy 
a mirror and carry it in our pocket 
and look at ourselves, because we 
are the ones who have to change. 

Father's hope for America is 
the church, and we are the church. 
My feeling is that we can make no 
compromise with our ideals, none 
whatsoever. If we cannot love or if 
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Father is very 
comprehensive, trying to 
understand the uniqueness of 
every person and how to 
relate to that person. 

we lose our ideals, we lose our 
vitality and end in spiritual death. 
There is no neutral middle ground. 
Either one is alive and vital and 
giving life to others, or one is dying 
and draining others. 

The challenge is to maintain 
that spiritual life. Then we have 
the integrity of our soul, our heart 
and our being. I could decide to be 
pure and aloof with my ideals and 
not relate to all kinds of people, 
but that's nonsense. Holding onto 
your ideals means that you don't 
make any compromise with your 
ideals, but you then have to deal 
with reality which is often very dif­
ficult and very dirty. The challenge 
is to maintain purity in the midst 

of a dirty environment; you're dir­
ty and the environment's dirty, but 
the ideals will give you the 
strength and power to maintain 
cleanliness. 

Can we maintain our ideals, 
and build our church by starting 
with ourselves? If the church with­
in you can be strong, then the 
church surrounding you can be 
strong. Our hope lies in the knowl­
edge that building the church is 
living the Principle in a very natu­
ral way. Father once said that the 
goal of our Unification Church is 
to recreate normal people. The 
whole goal of our life is to become 
normal, and in natural ways to be 
able to love, receive love, be crea­
tive, get creativity from others, be 
beautiful, and respond to the true 
beauty of others. It's very simple, 
but hard to do. If we can overcome 
the obstacles, the greatest one be­
ing within us, then we can create 
something beautiful in the world. 
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THE EXCITING 
PROCESS OF 
CHURCH BUILDING 

By Margaret Figueroa 

We asked the Chicago church 
for an article about the develop­
ment of a congregation in the Chi­
cago area. The author, who lives in 
the area, has interviewed members 
who associate with the center in a 
variety of ways. Her comments are 
in italics. 

There are many aspects of any 
Unification Church community; 
this is also true of the church com­
munity in Chicago. There are a va­
riety of businesses with many dif­
ferent leaders, special project 
departments such as CARP, and 
there are members who do not have 
full-time missions. 

When the first pilgrims came to 
America, they gave their best effort 
to build the spiritual center first, 
and then the blessing came to the 
nation. A central theme each Kore­
an leader in Chicago emphasized 
was that the church is the spiritual 
center, the place to receive rebirth 
and God's words, the place where 
we are all children of the same 
True Parents. With this theme in 
mind, all the different departments 
in Chicago united together to buy 
the church building in 1983, and 
in so doing they laid a foundation 
for future interdepartmental rela­
tionships. Because we are a com­
munity which was built by many 
different leaders and members, I 
have interviewed some of those peo­
ple who were instrumental in 
creating our church in Chicago. 
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Each member felt both a 
sense of ownership and pride 
in our new church because 
they had really sacrificed 
and united to build it. 

New Beginning 

Sheri Rueter 
(former State Leader): 

In 1983, when Father first sent 
the Korean elders to be regional 
leaders in America, he explained 
his desire that we might learn and 
inherit the "tradition" of our faith 
from them. Shortly after their arri­
val I was sent to be the state lead­
er in Chicago. Over the next three 
and a half years I was blessed to 
work with five of our Korean eld­
ers there. I have no words to ex­
press my gratitude to each of 
them, because it was through their 
great sacrifice and effort that the 
Chicago church community really 
became a "family", and through 
them that God's blessings could 
bear fruit for His providence there. 

Rev. Chan Kyun Kim was the 
first Korean leader with whom I 
worked in Chicago. It was his 
strong conviction that the church 
must be the spiritual center of our 
community of faith. He gathered 
the department leaders together 
on a regular basis to encourage 
and promote fellowship between 
us. To him, all of the members in 
the region were his responsibility, 

regardless of their mission or 
work. "Before you do anything, you 
must give to your church first. The 
church must become the spiritual 
center of your lives. It is not just 
another department, but the spir­
itual center of the life of faith for 
all of the members." He took very 
seriously his responsibility to 
guide and nourish the entire mem­
bership in our region, regardless of 
their mission. 

When the opportunity arose to 
buy a church building, he strongly 
encouraged all of us to come to­
gether and support the project 
both spiritually and financially. 
Each department leader and each 
member made a public pledge to 
donate at least $500 for the pro­
ject. Through this each member 
felt both a sense of ownership and 
pride in our new church because 
they had really sacrificed and unit­
ed to build it. 

Rev. Byung Ho Kim was our 
next Korean leader in Chicaco. He 
continued to expand on the tradi­
tion that the previous leader had 
set and pushed to include everyone 
in the renovation of our new build­
ing. Father's beaming smile was 
our reward, as we gathered with 
him in November of 1983 to dedi­
cate the church and pledge that 
our unity would lead us on to 
greater victory in Chicago. 
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Francis Buckingham 
(Saeilo leader): 

Buying the church building was 
a turning point. The Korean leader 
began to pull people together. He 
asked us to meet on a monthly ba­
sis. By the end of the first meeting, 
he asked for monetary pledges 
from all the department leaders 
for the new church. After that 
meeting we wondered if we ever 
wanted to come to another meet­
ing! But we realized his concern 
for the victory of the departments 
as well as the members. The Kore­
an leaders took personal interest 
in our members and so they looked 
forward to coming to church. We 
organized the choir from full-time 
church missionaries, members liv­
ing outside the church and depart­
ment members. Later the choir be­
gan doing revivals with the church 
and we even formed an inter­
departmental band! Gradually the 
departments really began to help 
each other. At Christmastime we 
worked in the malls whenever pos­
sible for the other businesses. We 
recommended one another's busi­
nesses to our customers. We ate at 
their restaurants, repaired their 
cars-we began to support each 
other in every way we could. 

Takeshi Yashiro 
(Rainbow Fish leader): 

We all have leaders in our vari­
ous departments, but Rev. Chung 
always wanted to know how our 
members were doing. Sometimes 

he would scold me, but I always 
felt his fatherly spirit. The inter­
nal guidance he gave me created a 
very special relationship between 
us. The church is the spiritual 
center; so at campaign times we 
try to help and offer financial help. 
We encourage our members to at­
tend Sunday Service and I myself 
attend. Those members who work 
on Sunday take turns coming to 
the service. 

Support from the Home 
Members 

One of our earliest members in 
Chicago, Anne Stawicki, is a wom­
an who joined when she was 50 
years old. Although she has always 
lived at home, her great sacrifice 
and support are a part of the very 
foundation the Chicago church 
stands on. 

Anne Stawicki: 
Most important is our commit­

ment and attitude. Although this 
is a controversial movement, we 
know at the core of our being that 
this movement originated from 
God. When young people joined 
the church, their parents had only 
negative reports. It was from this 
need that our Chicago newsletter 
came into being in 1975. I wrote 
the newsletter, did the typing and 
mailing and the center leader pro­
vided me with the information. We 
always carried an excerpt from Fa­
ther's speeches. It was a monthly 
newsletter that lasted for approxi-
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mately seven and a half years with 
a circulation of 800. We created a 
group called "Midwest Parents and 
Friends"; eventually Jim Broehl, a 
parent of a member, consented to 
lead the organization. Later par­
ents were organized to testify be­
fore a legislative committee inves­
tigating cults. We were able to 
forestall legislation being consid­
ered against cults. When the oppo­
sition tried a second time to intro­
duce legislation, the parents were 
so successful in stating their case 
in defense of the children's free­
dom of religion that the bill was 
killed. 

Parents' conferences were orga­
nized each year for four years. The 
first conference was attended by 

We began to hold prayer 
meetings to support the 
church missionaries, all the 
leaders, and the blessed 
couples in the Chicago area. 

225 participants. We contacted the 
parents when their child first 
joined the church. Personally, I 
have had an excellent relationship 
with all the central figures under 
whom I worked. Whenever I saw 
how the leaders and members sac­
rificed, I was encouraged and in­
spired to help. 

Creating a "Church 
Community" 

Within the past few years we 
saw the beginnings of what was to 
be a new era in our American 
movement. As more and more 
brothers and sisters began their 
family life and moved into the 
larger community, we were chal­
lenged to find constructive ways to 
include and embrace each other to 
fulfill our providential responsibil­
ity to build God's kingdom. 

One of the places we looked for 
encouragement and guidance was 
to our Korean church community 
in Chicago. KEA has approximate­
ly 70 members here and all of them 
live in the larger community. We 
could feel a real family experience 
from them. They served each oth­
ers' families, had picnics and par­
ties together in which they also 
gave testimonies, spiritual guid­
ance, etc. and organized monthly 
all night prayer meetings. We be­
gan to try to model some aspects of 
our church association after theirs. 
We asked some of the early Korean 
members to give their testimonies 
to the members living outside the 
center, and we in turn began to re­
ceive the deep and sacrificial heart 
of these early members. I'll never 
forget when one Korean grand­
mother wept before us saying that 
she asked God to forget about Ko­
rea and just save Japan and Amer­
ica instead. 

We could see limitless possibili­
ties in pioneering new ways to 
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True Father dedicates the new Chicago Church November 1983 
(left to right): Col. Pak, Sheri Rueter, Tr~e Father ' • 

and Byung Ho Kirn 

bring God's message to the world. 
We began to hold prayer meetings 
to support the church missionaries, 
all the leaders, and the blessed 
couples in the Chicago area. We 
sought ways to really serve and 
love the missionaries-we wanted 
to win their hearts and express our 
gratitude to them. Finally Rev. 
Chung became personally involved 
in our Blessed family and Home 
Members' associations, giving us 
internal guidance and really unit­
ing our entire church community. 

Subject of Love 

Rev. Su Won Chung 
(Chicago Regional Director): 

People who left the church 
shouldn't feel nervous about com­
ing to church. Their leaving is not 
the end but only a process to the fi­
nal goal. They have eternal life so 
they need _to pay off their debts be­
fore going to the spiritual world. 
Members who left can feel the 
church is moving forward; change 
is coming like the change of sea­
sons. When Father went to Dan­
bury, he opened the gates of hell. 
If these members connect to the 
world-wide providence they can 
pay off their debts as individuals. 

Reiko Jenkins: 
For my husband, dealing with 

31 



ministers and outside people was 
really different from working with 
full-time missionaries. They didn't 
necessarily follow you just because 
you were leading them. We 
learned that we had to continue to 
love people over time. We found 
that anyone can be an important 
person in God's providence if we 
can be a subject of love. 

Gradually the leaders who 
came to Chicago opened the door 
wider and wider to those who lived 
outside of the church. The leaders 
began to accept the offerings that 
the members living outside gave 
freely from their hearts and in turn 
we began to offer more of ourselves. 

The following testimonies are 
from blessed members who actively 
support the church from their 
homes. 

Karen Dufour: 
The only way for new people to 

understand about our church is if 
they deeply understand Father 
and the Principle. We need to take 
time to raise our associate mem­
bers so they can be parented and 
receive Father. On the other hand, 
some blessed members (living out­
side of the church) let resentment 
stand in the way of connecting to 
and trusting the church. We need 
to help each other digest resent­
ments and begin to offer anew. 

Richard Eide: 
The main thing is clarity and 

honesty in communication be­
tween leaders and members. I 
need to participate voluntarily. I 
hope leaders can receive my off er­
ing with openness. We need to get 
involved and once involved, take 
responsibility to complete what we 
volunteered to do. 

Aira Kirn: 
When I was matched, I had 

been a full-time member for a long 
time. I had such a hard time to ac­
cept my husband because he had 
been a home member in Korea. 
Later as we had children, I also 
became a home member. But my 
faith has never diminished and 
now I can understand my hus­
band-I could never criticize his 
faith, because the church is where 
the heart is. Now that many mem­
bers have returned to their own 
countries, members living outside 
of the church are very needed. I 
personally take this as God's bless­
ing. Now, as I offer time for wit­
nessing I also feel God's blessing. 
For America, I feel this is the last 
chance. For me, I feel this is a good 
revival-to be needed and to do it 
freely, putting the children and all 
external things aside. Finally I feel 
content and rewarded after my 
day of witnessing. 

Unless husband and wife have 
a deep connection of love, their 
children could fall away. We need 
to keep this blessing in our fami­
lies. Just talking about Principle 
isn't enough. We must bring our 

32 

words and actions together. We 
have to attend True Parents and 
do what they ask. You can feel 
when the words are practiced and 
the children feel the sincerity of 
their parents. When we bought 
our home in the beautiful suburbs 
where there are not many prob­
lems, I felt comfortable. Because of 
this I decided I would not allow 
myself to become too comfortable; I 
put a big picture of Father and 
Mother in my living room so all my 
neighbors can see I am a Moonie. 
Many times when we are alone, we 
wonder what to do if people perse­
cute us. But when we come to the 
bottom line, what is more impor­
tant than our faith and love for 
True Parents? People really don't 
persecute me at all. Father said 
persecution must end and I feel it 
is almost at the end. 

When I raise my family, I feel it 
is also my mission to help educate 
my children's neighborhood friends 
as I educate my own children in 
the Principle. 

I would like to record all the 
contributions of all the leaders and 
members who participated in 
building Chicago's congregation. 
The fact that they are not included 

When we come to the bottom 
line, what is more important 
than our faith and love for 
True Parents? 

in no way diminishes the contribu­
tions which were made by many 
who are not mentioned in this arti­
cle. I do, however, want to mention 
one person who, in recent times, 
took personal responsibility for the 
Chicago church community. She 
educated us, fed us, embraced our 
children, and showed us a very 
high standard of sacrifice for the 
sake of God's will and love. She es­
tablished a Sunday School in her 
own living quarters that is attend­
ed by all the Unification children­
Korean, Japanese, American, Eu­
ropean, etc. blessed children and 
chosen children, including all de­
partments in the Chicago area. She 
also organized our summer camp 
program for all the children to at­
tend for two weeks. That person is 
Mrs. Toshiko Sato. 

Mrs. Toshiko Sato: 
I have felt deep appreciation for 

those who know Principle. These 
were people chosen by God. I al­
ways feel that home members are 
part of rne_-that's why I always 
take time to listen, visit, etc., even 
when they have problems. I al­
ways want to give them a chance. 
True Father never forgets those 
who worked for Father in the past; 
he prays and always forgives those 
who worked and shed tears and 
blood for Father. He could not for­
get them, even when their situa­
tion changes, he still continuously 
prays for them to return. That's 
why I feel appreciation toward any 
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member. I want to develop that at­
titude-to bring people together 
for the sake of God's will. We can't 
separate from each other. Mem­
bers living in their own homes can 
appreciate the life of the mission­
ary member, really supporting 
them in prayer and daily life, real­
izing that they can't escape strug­
gles, persecution, etc. When I re­
flect on the early times and those 
who served Father, I can see that 
we need a better foundation. The 
early Korean members really sacri­
ficed so much for the sake of the 
world's providence. Did these 
members love their children any 
less than we do? Still they sacri­
ficed their children-even putting 
them in orphanages for the sake of 
God's will; they had the faith and 
confidence that God would take 
care of their children. Now we are 
being asked to sacrifice for the 
sake of our country and we need to 
build a stronger foundation from 
the beginning. The Unification 
Church is too small in America­
particularly considering that Fa­
ther worked so hard in here. 
When I just think about America, 
there are so many different kinds 

of churches and so many people 
who attend them. Compared to Ja­
pan, the people are so much more 
orientated to church and a 
religious life. 

In Conclusion Rev. and Mrs. 
Vincenz were called by Father to 
return to Chicago and lead us once 
again. As they embrace and lead 
the entire congregation of Chicago 
we all move on to the next level. I 
am happy to conclude with Rev. 
Vincenz' vision of America. 

Rev. Reiner Vincenz 
(New Regional Coordinator): 

The church is not just the small 
group living in the center. Every­
one who believes in True Parents 
and the Messiah is the church. We 
need, however, a certain number 
of missionaries for the church to 
survive. All members who live out­
side of the center should feel wel­
comed in their church anytime and 
encouraged to bring someone with 
them. I believe we can create a 
new foundation to welcome the 
Messiah. I'm so positive for the fu­
ture, it's overwhelming. 
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PASSING ON THE 
FAITH: RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION FOR 
OUR CHILDREN 

ESTABLISHING THE NEED 
FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL 

By Mrs. Nora Spurgin 

This was the opening speech for 
the Sunday School Workshop spon­
sored by the Blessed Family De­
partment on May 27, 1988 at the 
World Mission Center. Two more 
talks follow Mrs. Spurgin 's presen­
tation. 

Our needs for Sunday School 
fall into three different categories. 
First, the needs of our children; 
second, the need of our community 
of blessed couples; and third, our 
need to witness to the community. 

In the past our whole energy 
has been directed toward finding 
and raising spiritual children. 
Now we have those who are born 
into the church. We may, however, 
too easily think that because 
they're born into the church, they 
will automatically be church mem­
bers. 

Those of us who face raising 
teenage children realize that it's 
not at all automatic. On one hand, 
we marvel at how intrinsic their 
relationship with God is, for in 
spite of the fact that we have not 
always been there for them, God 
seems to reach out to them. At the 
same time, however, the raising of 
our children is serious business 
and not to be taken for granted. 

Almost no educational materi­
als have been developed for the 
second generation; we have to de-
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Children like rituals which 
give them a sense of security. 
Within your Sunday School 
class, regular patterns and 
rituals are good. 

velop them ourselves. Our True 
Parents cannot take this responsi­
bility. The responsibility falls on 
us as parents and church mem­
bers. 

Years ago, we started the sum­
mer camp as a mothers' co­
operative. We contributed the 
money ourselves, and we served as 
staff. We expanded it year by year. 
Some of those first mothers still 
help staff Camp Sunrise and Sun 
Hwa Youth Camp with over 150 
children in attendance. 

Sunday School in Other 
Churches 

This is the way Sunday School 
will develop. We see the need and 
speak to that need in one of sever­
al ways. I remembered that years 
ago when Dr. Pak's family was 
young, he sent them to a local 
church Sunday School because he 
said he wanted them to have a 
good Bible education. For several 
years we lived in a place where 
there weren't enough church mem­
bers with older children to have 
our own Sunday School. We at­
tended a local church as a family, 
for our children's religious educa-

tion as well as our commitment to 
Home Church work. 

Our children had very good ex­
periences and they learned a lot of 
the Bible. When they came home, 
we would discuss our beliefs as 
well. 

Sunday School at Home 

Another possibility is to have a 
little Sunday School of your own at 
home. Although it is not easy, 
many parents do this. Because the 
children are used to hearing Mom 
all the time, for Sunday School ed­
ucation to come from Mom as well 
is more difficult. It's more exciting 
and interesting, if possible, to 
bring in someone else. If not, in­
vite other kids, then your children 
will see the others listening with 
great respect to their own mother! 
It makes a difference! 

Rituals are Important 
In working with children, I be­

lieve there is a need for ritual. In 
our worship we have eliminated 
many of the rituals that exist 
within Christianity. Because we're 
living at the time of True Parents, 
our religion is very real and 
present-it's happening right now. 
We're not looking back at some 
historical event and building it up 
into something unreal. Our reli­
gion is real and down-to-earth. 
However, sometimes children need 
some kind of mystique or ritual to 
which they can cling. This is one 
thing I've longed to create for our 
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children. Rituals in a child's life In New Jersey 
have staying power in adulthood. 

I would encourage you who 
teach Sunday School to think 
about what children can do in a 
ritualistic way. Pledge Service, for 
example, is something that most of 
the children respect-it's special. 
Children like rituals which give 
them a sense of security. Within 
your Sunday School class, regular 
patterns and rituals are good. 
Those of us who went to church as 
children remember the mystique 
and reverence of communion, the 
magical power of a pastor in robes, 
the reading of the Word, the beau­
ty of hymns. 

The second point of need is the 
community of blessed couples. Not 
only do we need Sunday School for 
our blessed children, but we as 
blessed couples need an opportuni­
ty to get together and share the ex­
perience of raising our children. 
We've had so much communal liv­
ing that sometimes we get out in 
our homes and withdraw from oth­
er couples, fearing we may be 
asked to do too much. 

Recently we discovered that 
there are about 100 couples in 
northern New Jersey. Yet on Sun­
day mornings at the state head­
quarters in Newark, only a small 
group meet. Some go to Sunday 
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Service at Belvedere or in New 
York, but others haven't found a 
place to worship together. For 
some of us, Sunday becomes the 
day that we go to Pledge and then 
our worship is finished. Maybe go­
ing to church as a family is not 
part of our mission, but it is so 
very important for our children. 

We had a few women's meet­
ings in New Jersey to discuss how 
we could really build a sense of 
community and a church. We real­
ized that the drawing point will be 
the Sunday School! Maybe more 
than the speaker, the Sunday 
School will draw families. All par­
ents want to bring their children 
to a good Sunday School, and it 
will create a wonderful sense of 
community among the couples. 

I was impressed at the meeting 
when one mother said: "If we all 
went fundraising and donated 
$1000, maybe we could buy a 
church." That's the mentality we 
need! The future of our church lies 
in that kind of attitude where we 
want to create a community of be­
lievers who desire to nurture and 
take care of each other and then 
reach out into the community. The 
Sunday School will be a spiritual 
hub around which the families will 
want to gather, and a crucial fac­
tor in the social and spiritual life 
of our families. Center life will 
not be our pattern of the future, 
but a community church will be. If 
we can start to prepare our Sun­
day School and Sunday School ma-

terials, we're in tune with the 
times. 

Reaching Out into the 
Community 

The third thing I want to men­
tion is that a good Sunday School 
with a community of believers cen­
tered around it will be the place to 
which we can actually bring other 
families. Our Sunday School will 
offer something attractive in the 
universality of the Principle. Even 
though we have a specific set of 
Principles, we have a much more 
universal set of beliefs than any 
other church. 

We're more open to people from 
other religions worshipping with 
us than any denomination I know. 
For example, we can fit a Jewish 
child into our Sunday School and 
into our whole perspective; a 
Buddhist child likewise could be­
long. In a regular Christian Sun­
day School, those children would 
be going to hell! Thus our belief 
could embrace a large variety of 
young families. 

It seems to me that many fami­
lies would like their children to 
have some kind of religious educa­
tion, but they are uncomfortable in 
a fundamentalist Sunday School, 
because they themselves do not 
have such narrow beliefs. Of 
course, we have received such per­
secution and we might think that 
nobody would want to go to a Moo­
nie Sunday School! But my guess 
is that-as persecution lessens 

38 

and as people are exposed to what 
we really believe, we in the end 
could make an attractive Sunday 
School for other children to attend. 

As families get together in New 
Jersey, we are asking where to 
bring people to whom we witness. 
There aren't even workshops to ed­
ucate them. We're young families 
and we're going to attract other 
young families. As we witness, we 
bring our spiritual children to our 
community church and our Sun­
day School. 

Our children can bring their 
friends to a good Sunday School; 
we can bring our friends, young 
couples and their families. We can 
appeal to young families. There 
are throngs of people who have 
heard the Principle in the past; 
many have been members for one, 
two, three or up to fifteen years. 
Although they left, they still be­
lieve the Principle but they 
couldn't live our lifestyle. Those 
people are living in the communi­
ty; they may come back when they 
can relate to a church. Already in 
some areas where there is a nice 

Sunday Service, some people are 
returning. 

I am very much committed to 
helping create both community 
churches and Sunday Schools for 
our members. That's the thing of 
the future; that's where our church 
is going, and that will be the hub 
around which we can do home 
church work. We need a church to 
which to bring families and a Sun­
day School to which we can bring 
their children. This is the future of 
our churcn and our youth. 
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ASPECTS OF 
DEVELOPING A 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 
CURRICULUM 

By Mrs. Linna Rapkins 

This is the second talk in our sec­
tion, Passing On The Faith, given 
at a Sunday School Workshop 
sponsored by the Blessed Family 
Department on May 27, 1988 at the 
World Mission Center. 

Anytime anyone sets out to pro­
vide an education for others, it is 
important to begin with a firm 
foundation. Before deciding what 
to teach and how to teach it, we 
should know just what we believe 
about life itself. We should careful­
ly write out our philosophy of life 
and philosophy of education. 
Based on this philosophical state­
ment, general goals and specific 
goals should be spelled out. "This 
is where we stand; this is what we 
want to achieve; this is what we 
will teach." 

From this base the curriculum 
can be developed. A curriculum, 
however, is not just a list of sub­
jects to be taught or daily lesson 
plans. It is much more than that. 
A curriculum consists of everything 
involved with the teaching­
learning process. It includes the 
subjects to be taught over the 
years, the topics to be taught each 
day, the environment and materi­
als to be used in the learning pro­
cess, and the methods to be em­
phasized. All this is based on the 
needs of the specific group being 
taught. Educators do not usually 
refer to curriculum as much as cur-
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riculum development, because we 
should always be assessing the 
needs of the students, evaluating 
the results of the program, and 
making changes accordingly. We 
never reach a final, absolute cur­
riculum. 

In our church, the philosophy is 
already developed. We have the 
Divine Principle, and based on 
this, Shimjung Education. (See 
Blessed Family Journal, #2 and #8 
for a synopsis.) Our philosophy 
basically tells us we should help 
our children develop their hearts 
so that they can grow close to God 
and True Parents, and understand 
the Divine Principle and how to 
apply it to their lives. It is good to 
re-study and refresh our focus 
from time to time. 

From this foundation, we can 
confidently tackle the daily 
plans-what to teach and how to 
teach it. This is true of education 
in general, and it is certainly true 
of Sunday School. Sunday School 
is the focus of this presentation. 

When we first started our Sun­
day School at Gracemere in 1978, 
we had maybe eight children. Yet 
every Wednesday, two or three 
teachers met for a couple hours to 
plan the lesson for the following 
Sunday. It was time-consuming, 
but necessary, in laying a founda­
tion. As we gained experience, we 
were able to plan on a longer­
range basis. 

We dreamed often of a ready­
made curriculum for our teachers 

throughout the land. We shouldn't 
have to keep re-inventing the 
wheel! Many agree that a central 
curriculum is a great idea. Yet 
who can do it? Who has time, mon­
ey, authority or whatever it takes? 
But we can start collecting materi­
als developed by various teach­
ers-successful lesson plans, activ­
ity ideas, etc.-and we can look for 
a practical way to make them 
available nationwide. 

How to Teach Divine Principle 
As burgeoning numbers of chil­

dren approach kindergarten age, 
parents are asking, "How can we 
teach them Principle?" Perhaps we 
should instead be asking: "What 
should children be learning in or­
der to develop their hearts proper­
ly and fulfill their purpose in life?" 

To tackle that question, let us 
address two related issues: "The 
Nature of the Divine Principle" 
and "How Children Learn." 

The Nature of Divine Principle 
What is the Divine Principle, 

exactly? ls it a set of command­
ments to memorize? Is it primarily 
terminology? Is it finite? Can it be 
taught in different ways? Can it 

We should be asking: 
"What should children be 
learning in order to develop 
their hearts properly and 
fulfill their purpose in life?" 
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mean different things to different 
people or at different times? 

Divine Principle has always 
meant a lot to me. More than any 
other one factor, it brought me into 
the church; and over the years, as 
I passed through the dry spells, it 
kept me in the church. It always 
re-inspired me. As I see it, Divine 
Principle is a guideline to help us 
grow towards God and fulfill our 
purpose of life through the three 
blessings. It teaches us truth and 
develops our hearts. It's really 
very practical, yet infinite. It's a 
way oflife. 

This is true for children, too. As 
we guide their growth, rather than 
worry about how to teach them 
"The Principle," we should think, 
"How can we help them develop 
their hearts? How can we help 
them grow closer to Heavenly Fa-

ther and True Parents?" 
To know how we can best help 

them, we must understand the 
capabilities of children. A good 
dose of Child Development study is 
helpful. 

How Children Learn 
Part of our job as teachers is to 

understand what children are ca­
pable of learning and how they 
learn best. How can children of 
various ages best assimilate infor­
mation and make it real in their 
lives? 

A noted theorist on human in­
tellectual development, Jean Pia­
get, is well-known in educational 
circles. He analyzes the phases 
every child goes through on his 
journey to maturity. Each child 
may go through these steps at dif­
ferent ages, but they will grow 
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through them in the same order, 
and they will go through them, 
just as surely as children crawl be­
fore they walk or babble before 
they talk. If you try to teach them 
something in Stage 3, when they 
are only in Stage 2, you will not 
succeed. For example, if you hide 
an infant's rattle under his blan­
ket right before his eyes, he thinks 
it no longer exists. He would never 
think of looking under the blanket. 
No matter how much you try to 
teach him, he won't learn it-not 
until he is ready. 

Piaget contends that children 
are not miniature adults; they 
have their own distinct ways of 
learning. For example, 4 to 7 year 
old children learn best through in­
tuition, not logic. They are poor at 
understanding the meaning of 
numbers, understanding relation­
ships, and understanding and re­
membering rules. 

When children are 7 to 11 years 
old, they become more able to 
think problems through mentally, 
but they still think in terms of real 
objects. When adding 3 + 4, they 
need to visualize 3 cookies plus 4 
more cookies. It is not until they 
are 11 to 15 that we can expect 
them to be good at abstract think­
mg. 

Piaget also strongly believed 
that knowledge cannot be merely 
given to children. It must be dis­
covered, and then reinforced 
through activities. Children learn 
best from concrete experiences, 

otherwise what they learn does not 
last. It is superficial and soon for­
gotten. 

When teaching anything, in­
cluding Divine Principle, we need 
to understand that our 7 to 11 
year olds will understand the les­
sons better if we make them con­
crete and meaningful. To teach 
them about sharing, for example, 
which is better: To lecture them 
that "subject and object must have 
good give and take and form a un­
ion centered on God"? Or to give 
them an example; show them how 
to share, and say to them: "You do 
this and you do that. That's called 
sharing, and it's good to share"? 
Which is more apt to change their 
actions in day-to-day living? 

Children's Perception is 
Different 

That children think in literal 
terms, I first learned through 
practice. When I said, "God told 
Joshua to drive out all the Canaa­
nites," the children pictured Jo­
shua driving them out in his car, 
because that was their under­
standing of what driving means. 
When I said, "Father has a broken 
heart," they thought it was literal­
ly broken into pieces, like a broken 
toy. And when I told them "we 
should follow Father," they imag­
ined walking right behind Father 
wherever he goes. 

Once I had a great lesson all 
prepared on the spirit world and 
physical world. I had made a big 
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We followed the custom of 
beginning Sunday School by 
gathering in front of a 
picture of True Parents and 
saying with the children, 
"Good morning, Heavenly 
Father; Good morning, True 
Parents." 

paper doll mounted on poster 
board and a clear acetate doll laid 
over it. I explained how we have a 
physical body " ... and when it's 
time to go to spirit world, our 
physical body dies ... " I took the 
cardboard one away, leaving the 
clear acetate figure. "But we still 
have our spirit! This spirit lives 
forever in spirit world, although 
it's invisible to us here on earth ... " 
I went on and on. So what do you 
think one little girl said? "Well, 
how will we know each other 
there?" She was picturing every­
body as a clear, invisible blank! 

Also I've found it's very difficult 
to explain the difference between 
Heavenly Father and True Father, 
or between Heavenly Father and 
True Parents. We followed the cus­
tom of beginning Sunday School by 
gathering in front of a picture of 
True Parents and saying with the 
children, "Good morning, Heavenly 
Father; Good morning, True Par­
ents." I had been doing this with 
the young children for several 
years. One day I asked them, 
"Where is True Father?" They 

pointed to the picture. Then I 
asked, "Where is Heavenly Fa­
ther?" They pointed to the picture. 
So I carefully explained the differ­
ence, and the following week I 
asked, "Where is Heavenly Fa­
ther?" They point to the picture! If 
they learn intuitively, then it 
makes sense that they would con­
fuse Heavenly Father with True 
Father. They pick up the same 
feeling from both. 

It is also important to realize 
that children often can't make a 
connection between a symbolic 
phrase and the real meaning. 
Therefore, metaphors and similes 
do not work so well. We often use 
them because we, as adults, think 
they will help children understand 
what we mean. I have found that 
young children have trouble with 
Jesus' parables. 

Jesus said, "You are the salt of 
the earth ... " I tried to explain this 
graphically. I brought popcorn­
some salted and some unsalted. I 
passed the unsalted popcorn 
around to taste, and then the salt­
ed. They all agreed the salted corn 
tasted the best. So I explained, 
"Now this is how you must be. Just 
as salt improves the flavor of pop­
corn, you should improve whatever 
group you're in. You're like salt ... " 
I came away feeling that they were 
still picturing us turning into salt. 

Teaching Through Stories 

Mrs. Lee, our spiritual guide 
and central figure at Jacob House, 
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always instructed us: ''Tell stories. 
Tell stories." Whenever she 
taught, she always told stories 
such as "Daniel and the Lions' 
Den." You can tell a story and 
choose one character trait or moral 
value to emphasize. For instance, 
In "Daniel", you might emphasize 
his bravery or devotion to God. 
The Old Testament contains some 
very colorful stories, and the chil­
dren can learn many moral values 
from them. At the same time, they 
are becoming familiar with the sto­
ries they need to know to under­
stand the Divine Principle later 
on. You can, of course, use other 
stories with good values, or even 
stories you make up yourself (in 
which case, we suggest you record 
them for future use). 

With children (adults, too, 
maybe), it is vital to capture their 
attention at the very beginning of 
the lesson. One year I spent the 
winter just on ''The Sermon on the 
Mount." Each Sunday, I'd take one 
verse and invent a story to illus­
trate it. I used attention-getting 
gimmicks, such as using funny 
names like "Joe Schmoe" and "Flo 
Doe". They like the sounds of 
words. 

One time I made up a story 
about the verse: "Lay not up for 
yourselves treasures on earth 
where rust and moth do corrupt 
and thieves break in and steal..." I 
made up a story about a little boy 
" ... who only cared about his be­
longings. He spent all his time col-

lecting things which he prized 
more than anything. One day he 
was going through his toys and he 
pulled out a prized toy and it was 
all rusty! (The only rusty thing I 
had been able to find was an old 
dustpan, so I dramatically pulled 
out "his prized dustpan!") And the 
boy was heartbroken. He pulled 
out his money box, and when he 
opened it-Oh, no!-the thieves 
had come in and stolen all his 
money! Well, he thought he'd 
make himself feel better by getting 
dressed up and going out. He 
pulled out his shirt, and there it 
was-the moths had eaten holes in 
it!" (I whipped out a shirt with 
holes in it.) 

Suddenly the children all burst 
into laughter! At first I didn't 
know why they were laughing so 
hard. Then Kwon Jin Nim said, 
"It's Trenor's shirt! It's Trenor's 
shirt!" They all recognized my 
son's shirt. They were laughing at 
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that! I started laughing, and we all 
laughed till tears were rolling 
down our faces. It took five or ten 
minutes to stop laughing. After 
that week, they were always ready 
for their little story-they didn't 
know what might happen! I had 
their attention for the rest of the 
year. Sometimes you strike gold; 
other times, you think you have a 
great lesson and it falls flat. But 
that's O.K. You never stay 
discouraged. 

When I teach Divine Principle 
to the children, I start with some­
thing very concrete. If I want to 
teach subject and object, for exam­
ple, I might arrange for a little skit 
of a coach and a team. First we do 
a skit with an Abel-like coach and 
reluctant players who are not lis­
tening; then a great team but a 
terrible coach. Both teams do poor­
ly. Finally both coach and team do 
what they're supposed to do and 
they start winning. Afterwards we 
talk about what it means. Then I 
explain the Divine Principle terms, 
if at all. Depending on the age, I 
might give a little quiz. 

One year I did a unit on the 
three stages of growth, and I pre­
pared a booklet for the four and 
five year olds. On the first day, 
each child had to record how tall 
he was, how much he weighed and 
his shoe size. On the last day, we 
measured the children again to see 
how much each of them had 
grown. (Maybe we should have 
measured their hair or something 

that grows faster. We also planted 
seeds and checked their growth 
each week.) On one page I wrote a 
little message and a diagram 
where they could draw pictures of 
things growing through the three 
stages-a seed, a baby, etc. To em­
phasize their own growth, there 
was a page of "Things I used to 
like to do"-and each child drew in 
two or three things he did when he 
was a baby. The next page was en­
titled, "Things I like to do now," 
followed by a page of "Things I 
want to do when I get big." They 
got the idea that as they grow, 
they change and want different 
things-they grow inside. 

They can start accomplishing 
the first blessing by learning how 
to please Heavenly Father-by 
learning right and wrong. They 
learn to have good give and take 
by practicing kindness, thoughtful­
ness, sharing, etc. One teacher 
was fond of using Sunday School 
from time to time for baking cook­
ies together. They thus learned 
good give and take, cooperation, 
thoughtfulness, sharing and more. 

Besides making Divine Princi­
ple meaningful, concrete activities 
make it fun. Yes, it is a lot of work 
to dream up interesting activities, 
but it is time well spent. That's 
why we put so much effort into the 
activities. We want to attract them 
to Sunday School, not repel them. 

Principle Life Education 

We have an outline called 
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"Principle Life Education". This 
was developed at Jacob House as a 
guideline for curriculum. It gives a 
philosophy on the first page. It 
could be used in a school, camp or 
Sunday School. If you think in 
terms of children's overall training 
and growth, this is a good frame­
work to use. Its contents are 
organized according to the three 
blessings. 

The first blessing is "develop­
ment of the personality." Under 
this comes: 

1) development of the mind­
heart, intellect and will; 

2) mind/body unity; 
3) reversal of the four fallen 

natures; 
4) developing true love; 
5) showing love and respect 

for others; 
6) developing one's own 

unique, creative potential; 
7) learning about church his­

tory and tradition; and 8) 
learning the Divine Princi­
ple to help spiritual 
growth. 

The second part, regarding the 
second blessing, is "development of 
true families." It includes: 

1) becoming the ideal family; 

2) knowing the True Family, 
learning their names and 
faces and praying for 
them; 

3) knowing one's own family 
roles; and 

4) being a member of one 
family under God. 

The third section is the "devel­
opment of love and care for crea­
tion." The third blessing: 

1) taking responsibility for 
things that God has put in 
our charge; 

2) loving and appreciating all 
created things; 

3) caring for the environ­
ment; 

4) studying creation and nat­
ural science; and 

5) learning the concept of 
people determining the 
value of things. 

(Copies of this Principle Life 
Education outline are available in 
the Blessed Family Department.) 

In conclusion, let us share with 
each other our knowledge and ide­
as. Together we can develop a Sun­
day School curriculum, which can 
serve as a guide and inspiration 
for our increasing numbers of Sun­
day School teachers. 
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BUSY MINDS AND 
HANDS 

By Mrs. Marie Ang 

Mrs. Ang has been a teacher for ten 
years in the public school system. 
She's also taught the Sunday 
School at Barrytown for many 
years. This talk concludes the ser­
ies on Passing On The Faith. 

We started our Sunday School 
in Barrytown as a mothers' effort. 
The families with the most chil­
dren, both Japanese and western, 
had much concern that the chil­
dren weren't going to church on 
Sunday morning. It became clear 
to us that we should teach the 
Principle and have Sunday Schools 
in our homes. With Mrs. Sudo 
prodding, "Aren't we going to start 
a Sunday School?", we finally we 
got together and made the plunge. 
Since we have the big chapel at 
Barrytown and some small rooms, 
we got permission to use them, 
and organized into three levels. 
Mrs. Furuta provided care for the 
younger children of those mothers 
who were teaching Sunday School. 
We had two other classes: the 
readers and the non-readers. 

When we gathered, the children 
would be very active and noisy, for 
they had played together all week. 
To gain a sense of order, we had 
them line up at the door as in ele­
mentery school, and the mothers 
walked them to the chapel. They 
took their shoes off before entering 
the chapel; then they had to walk 
all the way to the front of the 
chapel (that wasn't easy-because 
it's a nice long way to run!). I'd 
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Dr. and Mrs. Edwin Ang lead pledge service at Children's Camp 

play quiet music on the piano to 
try to give them a feeling that this 
was a special place. 

Those first years were very spe­
cial. We sang a few songs and had 
a prayer and an offering. The chil­
dren actually took part in collect­
ing the offering in a little basket 
which was passed up and down. 
Then we would have someone give 
a little talk. Some speakers would 
use a lot of drama. Mrs. Spurgin 
often drew her visual aids for the 
children. This method proved very 
good even though we had a wide 
age range. For the most part, the 
children were good. The tiny ones 
would sit up front and dangle their 
legs. We were determined that 

they all would have to dress nicely 
and sit up straight. We would en­
courage them to wear nice clothes, 
because we were meeting Heaven­
ly Father. 

Over the years, different meth­
ods were used because we didn't 
always have the same group of 
mothers. One by one, the older 
families left. Fortunately, the sem­
inary had many resources. 

A Reverent Atmosphere 

The creation of a reverent at­
mosphere is really important if 
you're using a room which is com­
monly used for something else. 
This must be prepared ahead of 
time. For example, I would have to 
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go over to the Chapel at least an 
hour before Sunday School to be 
sure everything was prepared. I 
made sure that True Parents' pic­
ture was set up and the altar 
ready. I always put the little offer­
ing basket on the altar. The chairs 
were set up nicely with the song­
books on the chairs. 

We taught the children the 
meaning of reverence. I can't 
stress enough how important it is 
to create the right atmosphere. It 
even helps the teacher if she's a 
busy mother to quiet down and be­
gin a new role. 

Lesson Planning 
It was so helpful to begin with 

an overall plan for the year. Then 
two or three of us met and broke it 
down into lessons and units of 
study. For instance, if we were 
teaching a unit on the Old Testa­
ment prophets, we decided what 
we can learn from each prophet: 
maybe from Daniel, courage, and 
from Samuel, obedience, etc. They 
memorized appropriate Bible 
quotes. 

I had an activity class, so dur­
ing the week I would be thinking, 
"What can I do as an activity?" 
Sometimes I would think of an ac­
tivity that could carry on for sever­
al Sundays. 

I wasn't so sophisticated, even 
though I was a teacher. A teacher 
always has lesson plans. You start 
out with a goal which is usually 
quite general. The objective of the 

lesson is a little more specific. Fi­
nally, you list the necessary mate­
rials and the format you will use to 
teach. 

Teaching 

In my experience with Sunday 
School, I tried to focus on one good 
activity. If everything is set up 
well, the children enter with a bet­
ter feeling than if they find a dis­
ordered room. 

We would get everyone settled 
and then pray. There are a couple 
ofreasons for that: it unites us and 
is spiritually very healthy. It is a 
way of getting everyone to focus 
before the activity. 

I taught the older group. Many 
times we discussed the service, 
their reactions, or what they re­
membered that was especially 
meaningful. Then they had some 
activity, usually on paper. They 
seemed to like it when I prepared 
"fill in the blanks," and sometimes 
I gave tests. Once we taught the 
Principle from the Home Study 
Course to the nine and ten year 
olds, and we'd give a test at the 
end of each chapter. At the end of 
the activity, we usually had a 
snack. 

Teaching Sunday School is not 
easy. Yet, to hear these children 
pray at the end of class is ade­
quate reward. 

Lessons 
To give you an example, I want 

to use a lesson we did with the 
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nine and ten year olds. We were 
studying the history of the Unifica­
tion Church in the United States. 
We had done the story of Father's 
early life and were going over the 
time when Father came in 1972 
and had the Day of Hope tours and 
rallies. This was exciting and re­
freshing for the teachers. A lot of 
material, including videos, was 
available. 

In a lesson on the Yankee Sta­
dium Rally, the goal might be to 
understand the work of True Fa­
ther, or to understand how much 
True Father loves America. Then 
more specifically, an objective 
would be to understand some of 
the struggle involved in True Fa­
ther's bringing truth to the Ameri­
can people. In this lesson, one per-

son told what happened from her 
own experience at Yankee Stadi­
um. Then we watched a bit of the 
video which was quite dramatic! 
After that, the young class learned 
the song: You are My Sunshine. 
They waved flags as they sang. 
Our class had a crossword puzzle, 
learning all the words that had to 
do with that particular lesson: Go 
World Brass Band, bicentennial, 
Sun Myung Moon, Korean Folk 
Ballet, New York City, balloons, 
crucifixion. We, the older genera­
tion, get all excited about these ex­
periences because we were there, 
and the children pick up on our ex­
citement. 

Another activity that we have 
done is making booklets. The chil­
dren can go home with booklets 
containing stories and pictures 
about what they have learned. 
When we taught about Father's 
life, each child made a book and 
we wrote Father's name in Korean 
on the front. 

It takes a lot of creativity to 
come up w!th activities Sunday af­
ter Sunday. But watching these 
bright-eyed blessed children ab­
sorb the content is well worth the 
effort. 
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A STIR AMONG US 

By Janice O'Neill 

Kieren and Janice O'Neill were 
blessed at Madison Square Garden 
in 1982. They have three children 
and live in Elizabeth, New Jersey. 
Janice has been instrumental in es­
tablishing a Sunday School at the 
local church center, and helping to 
bind together a community of 
blessed couples. 

When troops return home from 
the front line to live with their 
families there is a "shock" to the 
spirit. So it is with our movement: 
once a spiritual army of single 
troopers, we have now become a 
community of families fighting to 
create a society centered upon God 
and the ideals for which we fought 
as single members. 

My husband and I realized that 
it is essential that our little family 
be able to go beyond ourselves and 
help to create a heavenly commu­
nity. I felt a strong desire to exer­
cise a heart of love right where we 
live-wherever I go-whatever I 
do-and with whomever I meet. I 
wanted to be a sensitive, aware, 
giving and caring person. As a 
family living in our own home, 
there was no center leader pushing 
me out everyday. I had to have 
confidence in my value, not by 
preaching, but by embodying the 
Principle and becoming a caring 
person to those around me. 

Reigniting the Flame 

My husband and I attended the 
Heung Jin Nim Conference in 
Washington, D.C. in December of 
1987. There the vision of our True 
Parents and the flame of hope 
were reignited. "We are really 

52 

brothers and sisters," kept coming 
to my mind. Now that we have 
families we need each other more 
than ever. I knew God felt our tre­
mendous potential for heavenly 
communities. With more commu­
nication among families, a most 
precious sense of community can 
take place. I couldn't stop thinking 
how much we need each other 

' how much we could support each 
other, how much unlimited poten­
tial there was among us. I knew 
this wasn't just my desire; it was 
God's desire and plan. Thinking of 
the many very capable men and 
women among us, my mind went 
on and on with creative ideas. 

Heung Jin Nim said, "take re­
sponsibility". Yes, we had become 
dependent on the church to plan 
for us. Now we are families ma-

' ture people. We must take respon-
sibility to build our church congre­
gation. No one can or will do it for 
us. Based on what we've already 
been given, it is ours to create and 
shape. 

Northern New Jersey has a 
unique situation in that most of 
the families living here relate to, 
or are connected to, missions in 
New York City. Large numbers of 
couples have moved from the 
World Mission Center "across the 
river" in search of less expensive 
housing and a little green grass for 
their children. They still look to 
their respective departments for 
spiritual and social nurture. They 
identify with Belvedere and New 

York City Sunday Services as their 
congregations. 

The New Jersey center, there­
fore, has not been a connecting 
point for many couples. Yet there 
is something so wonderful about 
having a thriving community of 
blessed couples right in the area 
where we live. Certainly this will 
be an enabling factor in our home 
church work. 

Where Do We Start? 
First we had to make a founda­

tion with the local Unification 
Church center and the blessed 
families around us. I met with Pe­
ter Ross, our state leader in Ne­
wark. It was important that what­
ever we did was connected to the 
local center, for it is the central 
point for God to protect our com­
munity. 
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A Christmas party at the cen­
ter became our first blessed 
couples' community project. Each 
family brought food for a pot-luck 
Sunday dinner. Each child brought 
a toy to exchange. Caroling and a 
real live Santa (Mel Haft) with a 
bag of toys made for a festive occa­
sion. Mingling families and chil­
dren talked of old times and made 
promises to each other to keep in 
contact. 

An Address and Phone List 
We made a little planning com­

mittee which, on its first meeting, 

I soon saw that the more I 
could give to other people's 
children, the more my own 
received as well. 

decided that we must know who 
we are and where we live. A news­
letter about our ideas was written 
and sent to everyone on the cen­
ter's mailing list. Response was 
enthusiastic. Many members knew 
of others who were not on the list. 
Gradually an address and phone 
list evolved, showing us that there 
were nearly 100 couples in the 
area-mostly within one hour's 
drive of each other. From this 
phone list we are planning a 
"phone chain," so that communica­
tion can be simplified by each per­
son calling one person until all are 
notified of any events, etc. Fami-

lies were excited to receive the 
new phone and address lists, mak­
ing the joyful discovery of old 
friends who were living nearby un­
beknownst to many. That phone 
list is worth its weight in gold as a 
communication tool! 

The Sunday School 
Always of great interest to fam­

ilies is a good Sunday School. 
When we asked all the women 
what they would like most for the 
church community, the answer 
was unanimous, "education for our 
children". Some of us felt inspired 
to try teaching, so we organized a 
Sunday School at the center. We 
now have a class for one-and-a­
half to three-year-olds, and anoth­
er class for the three-and-a-half to 
six-year-olds. In September we 
will begin a class for those above 
six. 

Although inexperienced, I 
found great rewards in developing 
a Sunday School. I soon saw that 
the more I could give to other peo­
ple's children, the more my own re­
ceived as well. At first it was just 
me, but now more men and women 
are beginning to take responsibili­
ty for Sunday School programs. 
We have been teaching Bible sto­
ries and stories which teach moral 
values. For activities, arts & crafts 
projects keep the little hands and 
minds busy. We have twenty to 
twenty-five children. 

The children love Sunday 
School and want to come; there-
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fore, the pare·nts come as well! -I 
believe that consistency is very im­
portant and we try to keep a regu­
lar weekly program with the same 
teachers. This requires necessary 
commitment. 

Meetings 
Without meetings, communica­

tion stops. With Peter Ross, the 
state leader, we made plans for 
nearby couples to gather for a din­
ner at a Japanese restaurant. We 
were pleasantly surprised that 45 
people came to this initial dinner. 
It was so full, we realized we must 
choose a larger place for our next 
meeting. We therefore chose the 
Ramada Inn where we rented a 
room for an evening. Dr. Durst 
came and spoke to us, encouraging 
us to continue this type of activity. 
About 85 people, including Dr. and 
Mrs. Spurgin, our regional coordi­
nators, came to this meeting. For 
our next event we hope to use a lo­
cal church. 

The Women Meet 
Church women's groups are al­

ways a powerful force; no less so in 
the Unification Church. Mrs. 
Spurgin, Mary Jane Anderson and 
I invited the women to gather for 
meetings at the center. We met 
three times and took on the re­
sponsibility to look for a place to 
worship together as a congrega­
tion. Now we make phone calls of 
inquiry and roam the surrounding 
communities in search of a church, 

lodge or YMCA which will rent 
their facilities to us for a regular 
Sunday Service. Our state leader 
encourages us to keep trying. Fam­
ilies are praying as others check 
out the area. 

A major attitude at these wom­
en's meetings is that of re­
sponsible cooperation. This is our 
opportunity to take ressponsibility 
for God and for our own families. 
We discuss ways we could help fi­
nance a church building, for it is 
only with a building that a real 
congregation can form. Such a con­
gregation could be a focal point for 
our spiritual and social lives. Some 
mothers suggested a fundraising 
drive. One mother offered her 
Mother's Day fundraising proceeds 
for the Sunday School. 

Enlarging the Circle 
Nurturing our faith and the 

faith of other blessed families is, to 
me, just the first step. God's call is 
to our society, nation and world as 
well. Therefore, my husband and I 
have begun community work in 
our "home-church" area where we 
live. We call Elizabeth, New J er­
sey, home, and feel compelled to 
bring to our city the same vision 
our Father has given us. As the 
mother of three children (expect­
ing a fourth), I am limited in the 
amount of time I can spend in the 
community. However, situations 
do come up. Recently I've been 
asked to join the board of our chil­
drens' nursery school. Here, along 
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Kieran said, "Do you want a 
Community Day, or don't 
you? If you're not serious, I'll 
pay for it myself!" Upon 
hearing this, the city officials 
approved the funding. 

with lawyers and doctors and edu­
cators from the community, we 
make decisions about the school. I 
value these relationships and see 
these board meetings as just a be­
ginning. 

My husband, Kieran, has be­
come a much more vital part of our 
city. I'm amazed at what he's been 
able to do, and want to share this 
with you. Hopefully these are ide­
as for other areas too. 

A Block Association 
People have lived in our neigh­

borhood for 25 years or more and 
never learned to know each other. 
Kieran began by knocking on 
doors, getting to know people and 
inviting them to meet to form a 
block association. A local office 
was offered as a meeting place and 
people began discussing their con­
cerns about the neighborhood. It 
was obvious that problems exist­
ed-but these neighbors also dis­
covered that there were tools 
available to solve the problems. Af­
ter the meetings were over, we 
saw people walking home, deep in 
discussion. Soon the results of 
these meetings began to show. 

The city of Elizabeth already 
had a Neighborhood Preservation 
Program, providing an avenue to 
connect to many self-help pro­
grams. Neighbors learned how to 
get funding and ''know-how" to fix 
up their homes. Sometimes coun­
cilmen came to our block associa­
tion meetings. 

A Voice for God 
Kieran was elected vice­

president of the Neighborhood 
Preservation Program. Because he 
is well-liked by the councilmen 
and the neighbors, it is an oppor­
tunity for hii:n to talk about spirit­
ual and moral values. People get 
inspired and excited when he talks 
about moving forward to better 
their lives. 

Our biggest event was a "Com­
munity Day". The success of this 
day, however, was preceded by 
much planning and effort. People 
willingly joined committees for 
special tasks, but Kieran had to be 
"on top of it" constantly. At one 
point it looked like the city would 
not come through with funding for 
the necessary $2,000 for insurance 
protection for the day. Kieran said, 
"Do you want a Community Day, 
or don't you? If you're not serious, 
I'll pay for it myself!" Upon hear­
ing this, the city officials approved 
the funding. 

The neighborhood thoroughly 
enjoyed the day. There were food, 
clowns, a karate demonstration, 
face painting, flea markets, rides 
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for the kids, marching bands and a 
police dog show and more. It was 
more than just fun-an anti-drug 
campaign and park clean-up be­
came part of the program. The 
mayor and councilmen spoke and 
made a commitment to keep the 
park clean. 

The Principle at Work 

Kieran fought for an opening 
prayer, and the singing of the na­
tional anthem. People felt uplifted 
by this, although without him it 
would not have happened. We are 
realizing that when we exercise 
our Principle way of life, all kinds 
of wonderful things happen. By 
the Cain-Abel model, you create 
leaders by raising them up-they 
may not realize it's you doing the 
hard work behind the scenes. 
There's such a lack of leadership 
for most people fear responsibility. 
But Father has taught us to be 
bold, fearless and responsible. Fa­
ther wants us to believe that we 
can become great people who can 
.lead communities and govern­
ments. 

I believe we can make a differ­
ence, that we can believe in our­
selves. We are His children. Be­
cause God is there with us in 

whatever we do-we can make a 
difference! I've come to believe 
that our own confidence is essen­
tial. It doesn't have to be so awe­
some to speak to the mayor; we've 
been given so much training that 
positions are not threatening. We 
can be bold and let God speak! 

My husband and I are learning 
that rather than being critical of 
those things we perceive as imper­
fections, we can be persons who 
act in a positive way. When we see 
what is lacking, rather than com­
plaining, we can be creative and 
get involved, and as Heung Jin 
Nim said-"Be responsible." 

The Future 

The inspirations are endless. 
We are thinking: how can we get a 
church building; how can we devel­
op an education system for our 
children; how can we help each 
other financially-can we create a 
credit union; how can we better 
ourselves through career, educa­
tion, finance? 

Surely God and our True Par­
ents can work through us in each 
of these areas for the betterment 
of all mankind. We are so grateful 
to Heung Jin Nim for renewing 
our vision. 
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FATHER GOES TO 
PYUNGYANG 

Father worked hard for over 
two years in southern Korea. But 
he could not find even one person 
who would become his helper-his 
disciple. 

He cried and prayed for the 
people many long hours, and 
looked for a way to win them over. 
But he met one obstacle after an­
other. Finally, he made a decision. 
"I will go north," he said. "There 
are many Christians there, and 
God has been preparing them to 
believe my words." 

On June 6, 1946, he set off by 
foot. Leaving the churches in the 
south, leaving the churches in the 
east, he walked north and west. 

Times were still difficult in Ko­
rea. World War II had ended and 
the Japanese were gone, but now 
the Soviets had sent their commu­
nist soldiers into Korea. They 
came from the north, and they im­
mediately terrorized the people. 
They tried to end religion in Ko­
rea. They closed one church after 
another. Many Christians were ar­
rested and disappeared without a 
trace. 

"There is no God, you fools! You 
must stop going to church! We will 
kill you if you go to church!" the 
communist soldiers threatened. 

The Koreans were afraid of 
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these terrible men. Many families 
tied big bundles of their belongings 
onto their backs and left their 
homes, leaving behind everything 
they couldn't carry. They hurried 
south. Soon the roads were full of 
refugees, their backs bent over 
from the heavy loads, their faces 
wet with tears. Some of them had 
to leave family members behind 
who couldn't make the journey. 

Father was walking north. He 
knew it was dangerous to go that 
way, but he felt he MUST go. 
There were Christians there who 
were looking for the Messiah. As 
he walked along, he met thou­
sands of poor Koreans heading the 
opposite way. They looked at him 
as if to say, ''Why are you going 
that way, young man? Don't you 
know it is dangerous?" Later, he 
learned that five million people 
had left their homes to escape 
from the communists. He wept for 
them. 

Eventually, Father arrived in a 
town called Pyungyang. In this 
town there were many churches. 
After the Japanese had been driv­
en out, the Koreans had quickly 
rebuilt their ruined churches, so 
they could worship together again. 
It was such a spiritual place that 
many Koreans called it the "Sec­
ond Jerusalem." 

When the communist soldiers 
came, they tried time and again to 
make these Christians stop going 
to church. But they loved God and 
Jesus so much and were so strong 

that the communists had failed to 
stop them. Every Sunday morning 
at 5:00, the church bells still rang 
throughout the city. At that early 
hour, prayer meetings were held. 
Sometimes as many as 12,000 peo­
ple were praying all in unison. 
Many had to stand outside because 
there was not enough room inside. 
Neither cold nor snow could keep 
them away. 

Father found a room in a small 
house with a Christian couple. 
Wasting no time, he began going 
to the churches to meet Christians. 
He invited people to his little 
room, where he taught them about 
God's revelation. Rather quickly, 
the word passed around, and more 
and more Christians came to hear 
him speak. Many of these people 
were old women, who had received 
messages from spirit world to go 
there. Over and over, hour after 
hour, day after day, Father taught 
from his little Bible. Soon the cor­
ners of the pages became rounded 
from the constant use. 

There was one woman who 
came many times. All her life, she 
had longed for Jesus to return. She 
loved Jesus very much, and she 
had a strong feeling he would come 
to Korea. But she had many ques­
tions which were never answered 
by her church. When she first 
heard Father speak, her questions 
were all answered. She suddenly 
felt warm all over and her heart 
beat faster. The words vibrated 
through her body: "This is it! This 
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is it!" She felt so much excitement. 
After the meeting, she quickly 
went to all her friends and rela­
tives and told them to go hear this 
man speak. 

With great joy, she shared her 
feelings with her husband. But he 
wasn't so joyous about it. "I'm not 
interested in such a person," he 
scowled, "and I don't want to hear 
what he has to say. Forget about 
him, wife!" 

She still hoped his feelings 
would change, so she tried to win 
him over. She worked harder. She 
kept the house cleaner and cooked 
better food. She served him and 
gave him more love. But still he 
was suspicious and jealous, be­
cause she kept going to see Father. 

''Why do you keep going to that 
man's room? Have you fallen in 
love with him? I think he is trying 
to take all the wives away from 
their husbands!" He got together 
with some of the other husbands, 
and they looked for a way to stop 
Father's speeches. 

"He's a heretic," they told eve­
ryone. "We must run him out of 
town." But Father continued wit­
nessing and teaching. 

It was only many years later 
that this man changed his mind. 
After watching his wife and seeing 
her great faith and love, he finally 
repented. He supported Father's 
group and encouraged his own 
children to join. 

Meanwhile, one of the people 
this woman witnessed to was her 

18 year old nephew. He had just 
graduated from high school, and 
he went to his aunt's house to ask 
her advice on what he should do 
with his life. He respected her very 
much, so when she told him to go 
with her to hear Father's message, 
he obeyed. The next day he went 
again. And then he went again. He 
never talked or asked questions, 
because he was shy and he 
thought he knew nothing. But he 
liked to be there because he felt 
peaceful around Father. Father 
looked at him and said, "You medi­
tate alot, don't you? But you need 
to focus on one thing." He was so 
surprised, because it was exactly 
true! This person's name was Won 
Pil Kim, and he became Father's 
first full-time disciple. It was July 
1946, forty days after Father had 
left southern Korea. 

When Won Pil Kim first came 
to hear Father, the July weather 
was scorching hot, and the room 
was so small that the heat in there 
was almost unbearable. 

Father always spoke strongly 
and with great energy, and he 
spoke for six or eight hours at a 
time. (That is like going from 
breakfast until dinner.) He didn't 
even stop to rest or eat, and yet he 
never seemed to get tired. As Fa­
ther spoke in the stifling heat, the 
sweat poured down his body. 
Whenever he finished speaking, 
his clothes were so soaked from 
the sweat that they looked as if 
Father had just come in from the 
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the sweat that they looked as if 
Father had just come in from the 
rain. Often Father would take his 
shirt off afterwards and twist it in 
his hands to wring out the drip­
ping sweat. 

Won Pil Kim was amazed. 
"How can he do it?" he asked him­
self. "He is so strong, so special." 
He became determined to help Fa­
ther all he could and be a good dis­
ciple forever. 

Won Pil Kim always stayed 
with Father when he spoke to the 
people. He took notes on every­
thing father said and studied them 
over and over, until he had mem­
orized them. Then he could carry 
Father's words in his heart 
wherever he went. 

Besides teaching the people 
who came to his room, Father also 
spent many hours in meditation 
and prayer, especially on Sundays. 
He would spend several hours 
praying, then have the Sunday 
Service. Then they would all go to­
gether to the countryside and talk. 
It was a time to ask Father ques­
tions and understand his words 
better. 

''Won Pil," said Father one day, 
"don1 you have any questions? 
You never ask me anything at all." 

"No, Father," answered Won Pil 
Kim. 

"I want you to always remem­
ber one thing," Father said to him. 
"Our group is different than any 
other group in history." 

Won Pil Kim understood those 

words later, when he realized Fa­
ther was the Messiah for the whole 
world. 

As more people came, amazing 
things began to happen. Whenever 
Father taught God's Truth, the 
people sat as if riveted to the floor, 
their eyes never leaving his face. It 
was as if they had to hear every 
word. Then something like a heat 
wave would pass through their 
bodies. It was like electricity or 
fire, only it didn't hurt. They got so 
excited that they forgot their prob­
lems and began repenting for all 
the bad things they had done in 
their lives. They repented and 
cried and prayed, and after a 
while, it was as if some great bur­
den was lifted from them. They 
felt like they had been set free. 
They would rise up, feeling so joy­
ous and light, that they would 
start dancing around. 

The houses were close together 
in the towns of Korea. The walls 
were quite thin, and the doors 
were so thin you could see through 
them at night. When these early 
followers of Father gathered, they 
prayed and cried and sang and 
danced. They were a very noisy 
group, and everyone in the neigh­
borhood could hear them. 

"Who are those people, any­
way?" they asked each other. 

"I don't know, but there are 
men and women in there, and they 
stay together until late at night." 

"I saw them dancing around." 
"They must be crazy people. 
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Maybe they're dangerous." 
The neighbors didn't like any­

thing different going on, so they re­
ported Father's little group to the 
police. The communist police offi­
cers didn't like father, either. They 
thought he might be a spy from 
South Korea, because he suddenly 
appeared from the south, and he 
had no identification on him. Also, 

the police had just arrested all the 
members of another church, and 
now here was this group acting the 
same way. 

In August, not quite two 
months since Father arrived in 
Pyungyang, he was arrested and 
put into Pyungyang prison. It was 
a sad, sad time. 

Ken Weber& 
Mrs. Linna Rapkins 
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ACLOUDOF 
WITNESSES 

Little Ju Kyung Lee sat up, 
wide awake, as soon as she real­
ized that her mother was no longer 
in bed with her and her father. 
She heard Omma ( which is Korean 
for "Mama") moving around in the 
darkness, putting on clothes, get­
ting ready to leave. "Omma," whis­
pered Ju Kyung softly to the dark. 

"Hsst," shushed Omma. 
"Omma," persisted Ju Kyung. 
"Quiet," hissed Omma. "You'll 

wake up your father." 
Ju Kyung knew this was im­

possible, so she whispered again, 
"Omma, you said I could go with 
you this morning." 

"Go back to sleep. You should 
rest." 

''You said I could." 
"Oh, all right. But dress quiet­

ly." 
Ju Kyung crawled carefully 

over her -sleeping father. She 
wasn't the least bit worried about 
disturbing him, since this had 
been his first chance to sleep in 
days. He would be lucky to wake 
up on his own even if the house 
caught fire. When the communists 
had taken over Pyungyang and the 
rest of North Korea, he had been 
put to work in the train yards 
loading up boxcars with supplies. 
Sometimes things fell behind 
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schedule, and he would be kept 
working day and night until they 
told him he could leave. He would 
shamble home exhausted and 
sleep as though he were dead. Ju 
Kyung felt so sorry for him. Last 
night he had come home for the 
first time in three days. He sat 
down at the little dinner table, and 
Ju Kyung watched in fascination 
as his heavy eyes closed while he 
was eating. 

It was August of 1946, and the 
air had not turned cold yet. Ju 
Kyung put on light clothes and 
tied her long hair back with a rib­
bon as Omma had shown her. To­
morrow she would be six years old, 
but money was scarce and there 
had been no sign of a birthday 
present this year. But she was ex­
cited to be able to go with her 
mother to help her do her work at 
Mrs. Ho Ho Bin's church today, 
and her bright little face seemed to 
shine in the dark bedroom. 

Omma found her hand and to­
gether they stepped through the 
wood and oiled paper door into the 
cool gray morning. As they walked 
down the street together, Ju 
Kyung chattered excitedly. 

"Will Jesus speak to Mrs. Ho 
today?" she asked. 

"I don't know, Ju Kyung-a." 
"Are you going to make more 

clothes for Jesus today?" 
"Yes, Ju Kyung-a." 
''What kind of clothes, Omma? 

Korean clothes or English 
clothes?" 

"Korean clothes." 
"Why don't you make English 

clothes, Omma?" 
"Mrs. Choi makes English 

clothes, daughter." 
"You can make English clothes, 

too, Omma." 
"Jesus needs me to make Kore­

an clothes." 
"ButOmma-" 
"Chun-man-ayo!" (which means 

"a million words," or "you talk to 
much") Omma waved her hands 
impatiently for Ju Kyung to pipe 
down. 

They walked along quietly. 
They had to come so early because 
Jesus had told Mrs. Ho that it was 
important that they be the first 
ones in the market to buy it. No 
one understood why it was impor­
tant, but because it was important 
to Jesus, they absolutely followed 
it to the word. They passed many 
houses on the way-the mayor's 
house, the police chiefs house. 
They crossed Myong Dong street, 
down at the other end of which 
were the barracks where the sol­
diers stayed. 

They passed by a large house 
with a hand painted sign and a 
cross nailed to the door. They 
could hear people inside singing 
"Amazing Grace"; it made them 
feel good. 

Meanwhile, down in the public 
market, the cloth man was unlock­
ing his little shed. He took out 
some wooden boxes and set them 
up on the ground. He took down 
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big rolls of cloth and Chinese silk 
and arranged them on the boxes. 
As he was searching for his meas­
uring stick he glanced up and saw 
Mrs. Lee and her little daughter 
coming down the street. 

His heart beat faster; he could 
hardly keep from dancing. They 
belonged to that crazy lady's 
church, the one everybody called 
"Bok Jung Kyo" or "Inside the Bel­
ly Church". People called it that 
because the crazy lady thought Je­
sus would come and speak to her, 
and her belly would start to shake 
as though there were a lively baby 
inside. This was because Jesus 
had told her the Messiah would be 
born again as a baby and grow up 
as a man on the earth. There were 
a thousand members in that 
church, led by Mrs. Ho. But there 
was one thing about the Inside 
Belly Church he liked very much­
they must have lots of money. He 

charged them top prices, and they 
always paid whatever he asked. If 
they were all crazy that was al­
right with him. 

Mrs. Lee came up and said, 
"Sugo-ha-sayo." (which means 
"you're working hard", and is a po­
lite way of saying good morning) "I 
want to buy 15 meters of white 
cloth and 5 meters of green silk." 

The cloth man didn't mention 
prices. He just took down the rolls 
of cloth, measured them out and 
cut them. He rolled up the pieces 
and tied them with string. 

"That is 20,000 won." 
Ju Kyung gasped. What a 

price! 
Omma took the bills from her 

pocket and began counting them 
into the man's hand. 

"Omma, no!" said Ju Kyung, 
"that's too-" 

Omma rapped her smartly on 
top of her head with her knuckles 
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as though she were knocking on a 
door. "Ow!" 

The man gave her the cloth and 
a polite little bow. Omma could see 
in the man's eyes that he was 
laughing at them. As they walked 
away, Ju Kyung rubbed her head 
painfully. She had wanted to cry, 
but she was too proud to cry in 
front of that greedy man. "But 
Omma ... " she whined. 

"Jesus said we can't argue over 
the price," Mrs. Lee explained. 
"That's what Jesus told Mrs. Ho, 
and Mrs. Ho told me. Do you be­
lieve Jesus? Then don't complain 
anymore." 

The church that people called 
the Inside Belly Church was really 
a great big white house that they 
had all bought together. They were 
ready to die for the Messiah when 
he came again. They were all wait­
ing to meet him. 

When Omma and Ju Kyung 
came in the door, the room was 
full of people in white robes, scur­
rying around. About a hundred 
women were on one side of the 
room and all of the men were on 
the other. There was an altar with 
a picture of Jesus on it, and when 
an old woman banged on a little 
gong everyone bowed down to the 
floor. She banged it again and they 
all stood up. Another old lady 
marked down the number of bows 
on a little chalkboard. 

This group was led by Mr. Ho 
in the morning and by his assist­
ant in the afternoon. They had to 

bow 300 times every day. Some­
times they were told to bow 3,000 
times, which took ten hours. Eve­
ryone was sweating and breathing 
hard. After the first hundred bows 
or so, it became pretty tough go­
ing, and many of the people 
weren't very young. 

As they passed by the kitchen 
on their way upstairs, Omma and 
Ju Kyung could smell the wonder­
ful spicy smells of a rich Korean 
meal being prepared to put on the 
altar for Jesus. They were told to 
make two meals a day of the best 
food for Jesus and the Messiah 
who was to come. Ju Kyung had 
had nothing much to eat for days 
except rice and kim chi, and some­
times a thin seaweed soup. When 
those wonderful smells hit her, her 
mouth watered and her stomach 
growled so loud that Omma looked 
down at her, embarrassed. They 
had almost no money of their own 
for buying food and Omma 
wouldn't touch the large amount of 
money Mrs. Ho had given her for 
the cloth. 

Near the stairs was the prayer 
room. The door was shut tight, and 
on the other side they could hear 
the voice of Mrs. Ho praying des­
perately in a loud voice, and beat­
ing on the floor with her hands. Ju 
Kyung was so struck with awe her 
stomach stopped growling. Maybe 
Jesus was in there, speaking with 
Mrs. Ho. Omma led her wide-eyed 
girl upstairs to the sewing room. 
That was where Omma worked. 
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The room was full of women of 
all ages sitting or kneeling on the 
floor with their sewing things 
spread around them. Mrs. Choi led 
one group who made western style 
clothes, and Omma led the other 
group which made Korean clothes. 
They had to make three Korean 
suits and three English style suits 
every week. They were not allowed 
to use machines, and once they 
started they couldn't get up and 
move around until their work was 
finished. They would sew three 
stitches and tie the thread, sew 
three more stitches and tie the 
thread, over and over. At the end 
of the day Omma would stand up 
with a backache. She hoped the 
Lord would come soon. 

All this activity was because 
Jesus had told Mrs. Ho how poor 
he had been in his lifetime. He 
never had good clothes or enough 
food to eat. It was terrible for the 
son of God to be the poorest and 
hungriest man on earth. So Mrs. 
Ho volunteered to make an offer­
ing of clothes and food to Jesus 

• ' 
and Jesus told her how to do it. 
The food was later distributed in 
fragments to people like a Catholic 
communion, and the clothes were 
stored away for that day in the fu­
ture when they would be needed. 

Omma passed the cloth to a 
lady in the middle of the room who 
would cut it into shapes and pass 
it out to the other women. Ju 
Kyung felt so excited when she 
was allowed to come here and 

watch everybody work. She won­
dered if someday she would meet 
the Lord, too. She wondered what 
he would look like. Maybe he 
would be twenty feet tall, like a 
giant, with big muscles and a 
handsome face. He'd fly through 
the air and know just everything 
in the whole world, and you could 
see angels come and go, bringing 
messages to him. He'd look at you 
and know. 

Just then there was a great 
crash and a scream from down­
stairs. The startled women 
dropped their sewing and stood up. 
You could hear men running 
around downstairs and some kind 
of shouting from the street. Omma 
told Ju Kyung to stay where she 
was, but she went clattering down 
the stairs right after her mother. 

The room where the people 
bowed had pieces of glass all over 
the floor. In the middle of the mess 
was a big jagged rock, and there 
were spots of blood. A man was 
kneeling there, holding his hands 
to his head and blood was running 
between his fingers. Two other 
men were trying to help him to his 
feet. 

On the street outside a small 
gang of men were shouting things 
at them. 

"Anti-christs!" 
"Devil worshippers! You're all 

going to hell!" 
Ju Kyung was so scared she 

grabbed onto Omma's skirt and be­
gan to cry. Omma reached down 
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and put her arms around her. "It's 
alright. It's all over now; those 
men are going away." 

Ju Kyung looked up, her face 
all wet with tears. "Why did they 
do that, Omma?" 

"I don't know, daughter Ju 
Kyung." 

"Are they Christians? They talk 
like Christians." 

"Yes, dear." 
"Doesn't Jesus love us, Omma?" 
''Yes, Ju Kyung-a, yes he does." 
''Then why don't they?" 
"I don't know. Shh, don't cry 

now." She petted Ju Kyung's little 
head and finally she felt better. 
Downstairs, they led the injured 
man into the kitchen, and a couple 
ladies came in with short-handled 
straw brooms to sweep up the 
glass. 

Then Ju Kyung noticed that 
the prayer room door was standing 
open, and there was Mrs. Ho her­
self. Mrs. Ho was in every way a 
country person, with a country 
woman's simplicity and honesty. 
She was small, but rather large in 
the belly. Like her followers in the 
room, she was dressed all in white 
without a trace of color around 
her, which made the nut brown 
color of her face and hands stand 
out. She was all straight and nar­
row lines and wrinkles. Every­
thing about her radiated serious­
ness. People like the cloth man 
might laugh at her behind her 
back, but never, never face to face. 
She was not a mean woman, but 

the dead seriousness of her eyes 
sucked the mocking laughter right 
out of you and made it clear that 
even if the whole world laughed at 
her-she wasn't laughing. There 
was never a more serious woman 
than Mrs. Ho. And when she made 
up her mind to do a thing, all the 
world wouldn't change it. It was 
also the face of a spiritualist. She 
was a woman who saw a world 
that others didn't or couldn't. And 
this world knew her. 

"Is our brother all right?" she 
asked. 

"Yes, Kyo hey jun-nim," (which 
means church leader), one man 
said. "He's being washed in the 
kitchen. He has a bad cut on his 
head, and he'll need to go home 
and rest." 

She nodded, and her eyes surv­
eyed the room. In her mind this 
problem was already finished and 
her mysterious thoughts had 
moved on. She noticed Omma and 
Ju Kyung standing on the top of 
the stairs. "Will the clothes be 
ready for the evening service?" 
asked Mrs. Ho. ''We're almost fin­
ished. I'm sending Ju Kyung to 
buy some more thread." 

Mrs. Ho glanced at Ju Kyung 
with her dark serious eyes and 
then turned to face the others. 
"Don't be discouraged by this at­
tack. ' Persecution can bring good. 
Within a few days we will all meet 
the Lord. Jesus has told me I will 
meet him in prison." 

People in the room began whis-
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pering and talking. One man 
spoke up and said, "Kyo hey jun­
nim, we will never allow them to 
take you to prison. We would die 
first." 

She waved her hand at him im­
patiently. "If it pleases God for us 
to go to prison, what's that to you? 
You should be humble in front of 
God's will, and God's destiny for 
all of us. We will meet the Lord in 
prison. Think of that and pray for 
it." People began whispering 
again. Mrs. Ho walked into the 
kitchen to see if the food offering 
was ready to go on the altar. 

Omma led Ju Kyung upstairs 
and gave her a length of thread. 
"Go to the little store next to the 
public bath, you know the one, and 
ask the man to give you three rolls 
of this thread, and tell him we'll 
pay later." 

Ju Kyung took the thread and 
tied it to her finger, and she was 
off down the stairs and into the 
street. She paused and looked up 
and down for that little gang of 
men, but they were gone. She went 
on her way to the little general 
store where people went to buy 
whatever odds and ends they 
needed. 

When she got there, the store 
was full of people, and it took a 
long time for the man to notice her 
and ask her what she wanted. She 
untied the thread and told him 
what her mother had said. He 
frowned at her. "Oh, is your moth­
er at the church with all those peo-

ple, the Bok Jung Kyo Church?" 
"Yes," said Ju Kyung fearfully. 

She had never felt afraid before 
' but she was learning the meaning 

of fear today. Just yesterday she 
would have spoken right up. but 
this afternoon her "yes" stuck in 
her throat for just a second, and it 
surprised her. "My mother works 
there," she added, a little defiant-
ly. 

People stopped chattering. Peo­
ple looked at her. The man looked 
at her. Oh no, thought little Ju 
Kyung Lee. Please Jesus, don't let 
these people do anything to me. 
Don't let them throw methrough a 
window too. The man looked 
around for someone. "Mrs. Choi?" 
A woman stepped up to them. 
"Mrs. Choi, I think it'd be nice if 
you could walk this little girl back 
to the Bok Jung Kyo and see if her 
mother is still there." 

"Still there?" thought Ju 
Kyung. What does he mean? Now 
she felt another kind off ear. These 
people weren't angry at her, but 
they had all been talking about 
something bad that had happened 
when she came in. Now she felt 
really scared. These people all 
knew something that she didn't 
know. The woman took her by the 
hand, and they went out and be­
gan walking quickly back to the 
church. They both walked very 
fast and didn't say anything at all. 
When they got there, an army 
truck was parked out front, and 
there were many communist sol-
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diers loading all the clothes and 
food they had made for Jesus and 
the coming Lord. She didn't see 
her mother or anyone she knew 
around anywhere. 

Ju Kyung broke away from the 
lady and ran toward the soldiers, 
crying, "Omma! Omma! Omma!" A 
soldier stood in front of her and 
wouldn't let her past. She beat at 
his knees and cried for her mother. 

''Who is your mother?" snapped 
the soldier. 

"Omma! Omma!" 
"Who is she? Ho Ho Bin?" 
''No, Mrs. Lee! I want Omma!" 
"Was she in this church?" 
''Where is she?" 
"She's in prison where she be­

longs," said the communist soldier 
proudly. "They've been arrested, 
these enemies of the people. Our 
beloved Father Kim II Sung has 
liberated this church and its stolen 
wealth for the people of Korea." 

Ju Kyung only heard the word 
prison. She fell screaming and cry­
ing to the ground. The soldier was 
embarrassed and went away. 

"Oommmaaaaa!" she wailed. 
She felt arms around her. She 

pushed them away angrily. The 
arms came agin, a woman's arms 
gently picking her up. The woman 
who had walked her from the store 
said, "Let's go together. Maybe we 
can find her." 

They went down to Myong 
Dong Street. This time Ju Kyung 
was not afraid. She was only 
thinking about her mother. They 

walked past the soldiers' barracks, 
past the huge blue house where 
Kim II Sung probably lived and 
down to the end of the street 
where the police station and prison 
was. They walked up to the near­
est window, where an old man was 
looking out through the rusty iron 
bars. 

"Do you know the people from 
Mrs. Ho's church who were picked 
up this afternoon?" the woman 
said to him. 

"Yes," he said. "I'm one of 
them." 

"We're looking for this girl's 
mother." 

The old man squinted down at 
her through the bars. "You're Mrs. 
Lee's little girl, aren't you?" 

Ju Kyung nodded her head ea­
gerly. 

"I think I know," said the old 
man. "Just a minute." He went 
back out of sight, into the dark­
ness of the prison cell. He spoke 
with someone for a moment and 
then came back again. He stuck 
his arm out the window and point­
ed down the prison wall. ''Try the 
fifth window." 

Holding hands they walked 
along the wall to the fifth window. 
The ground rose uphill down the 
wall, so that the window came 
down to about the level of Ju 
Kyung's face. She put her face up 
to the bars and looked in. Out of 
the dark Omma jumped up and 
ran to the window. 

They hugged each other joyful-

70 

Ch ldren's Section 

ly through the bars. "You shouldn't 
be here," said Omma, "If they 
catch you, they'll chase you away." 

"I want to help you, Omma." 
"Don't worry, Ju Kyung-a. They 

say the Lord is here in prison 
somewhere, and we're waiting to 
meet him. Mrs. Ho is here some­
where and we're all waiting for 
them to meet each other." 

"Has anyone seen him, 
Omma?" 

"No, not yet. No one knows who 
he is. But he's here somewhere." 

She nodded, and sadly left 
Omma's window. Omma pointed to 
a cell at the corner of the building. 
It was the cell of Mrs. Ho's helper. 
Mrs. Choi walked away at a dis­
tance to keep a lookout and Ju 

Kyung ran up to his window. In­
side she saw Mrs. Ho's helper (a 
man) sitting in the dim light, and 
there was another man with him 

' a young man. She had never seen 
him before. He was handsome, but 
very thin as ifhe hadn't had much 
to eat for a long time. He had a flat 
nose and he sat on the floor quiet­
ly, undisturbed by his situation. 
He seemed like a kind person, and 
she liked him and hoped she could 
meet him. 

She called softly to the helper; 
he had been sitting across from the 
young man. Now he saw her, and 
stood up stiffiy and walked over to 
the window. 

"Omma said I should see if 
you're all right." The helper 
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reached out and patted her cheek 
affectionately. "That's nice," he 
said. 

''Who's that other man?" asked 
Ju Kyung. 

"His name is Moon." 
A silly thought occurred to her. 

"Is he the Lord?" she asked, with­
out really thinking. 

The man chuckled. Silly girl. 
"No, of course not," he said. 

For the third time that day, Ju 
Kyung discovered yet another kind 
of fear. She couldn't put her finger 
on it, but she knew it wasn't for 
herself but for other people that 
she felt afraid. It was a strange 
feeling that something was mixed 
up here. "Are you sure?" she said, 
partly to him and partly to herself. 

"Oh yes," said the helper confi­
dently. "He's a very young man." 

She felt the hair on her head 
prickling. Something was really 
bothering her now. She had al­
ways thought someone like Mrs. 
Ho's helper would never make a 
mistake. But deep inside she felt 
he was making a mistake now. 
"It's okay if he's young, isn't it? He 
could still maybe be the Lord, 
couldn't he?" 

"If he was," the man said, "then 
Jesus would tell me, wouldn't he?" 

No! A voice in her heart cried 
out, trying to speak, pushing at 
her, trying to get out. "Well," she 
said timidly, ''What if he didn't? I 
mean, what if he didn't want to, 
maybe he wanted you to find out?" 

"Oh, hush now!" He was getting 

tired of all this. She looked past 
him to where young Moon was sit­
ting on the floor. He was looking 
right at her, and their eyes met. 
That was when she saw it-in his 
eyes. Then she knew. She became 
excited. 

"No more now," Mrs. Ho's help­
er snapped. "You shouldn't even be 
here. Go home now." He walked 
away from her and sat down on 
the floor of the cell across from Mr. 
Moon. He leaned against the wall 
and closed his eyes. That was that. 

"Omma!" She ran from the win­
dow, shaking all over. "Omma! I've 
got to tell you! I've got to tell you 
something!" But now a soldier had 
seen her. He began running to­
ward her shouting, "Hey you, get 
out of here! Go on! What are you 
doing here?" 

The woman from the market 
came racing across the lawn and 
scooped up Ju Kyung in her arms 
and carried her quickly away from 
there. She set her down and to­
gether they ran down Myong Dong 
street back to the town. "I saw 
him." Ju Kyung said to her as they 
ran. "I saw him. I saw him." The 
woman thought she meant the sol­
dier. 

Ju Kyung tried to come back by 
herself the next day, but the sol­
diers saw her and turned her back. 
She waited till dark and went back 
in the night while her father was 
sleeping. 

When she came to Myong Dong 
Street the soldiers were all asleep. 
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She went to the prison window 
where Omma had been, but the 
cell was empty. She went to all the 
windows and they were all empty. 
Finally, she went to see Mrs. Ho's 
helper, really hoping to see that 
Mr. Moon again. It, too, was emp­
ty. Everyone had gone somewhere. 
There was one room that she was 
sure had people in it, but there 
was a big piece of wood nailed 
across the window, and she 
couldn't see in. When she walked 
past it, she heard voices inside and 
she stopped and put her ear 
against the wood to listen. 

Thump. 
A man's voice was saying, ''Who 

are you? Why did you write that 
note?'' 

Another voice said something, 
but she couldn't hear what it was. 

Thump. Thump. 
''Why did you write for Mrs. Ho 

to pray who you are? Huh? Who do 
you think you are? Huh?" 

Thump-snap thump. 
It sounded like a stick break­

ing, like something hard inside of 
something soft being broken. What 
was going on? 

''You're the enemy of the peo­
ple! Tell us who you are! Answer 
my question!" 

Thump. 
Thump-thump. 
It sounds rough, she thought 

with a shiver. She left the boarded 
up window and walked on in the 
dark looking for her mother, look­
ing for Mr. Moon. She wondered 

where Mr. Moon was, and what he 
was doing right now. Even though 
she didn't know him, she liked him 
very much. 

Finally, feeling more worried 
for her mother than ever, she gave 
up and went home. 

As it turned out, her mother 
showed up the next morning. They 
had let her go. When she came into 
the house Ju Kyung ran tearfully 
into her arms. She was so happy to 
know her mother was home safe 
again from that awful place. 

She asked Omma if Mrs. Ho 
had gone home. Omma said no, 
she thought maybe Mrs. Ho was 
dead. The communist soldiers had 
shot many people there. She 
hadn't seen either Mrs. Ho or her 
helper since she'd left the police 
station. 

"How did you get out?" asked 
Ju Kyung. 

"They gave me a paper to sign," 
said Omma. "If I signed it, they 
said they would let me go." 

"What did the paper say?" 
asked Ju Kyung. 

"I don't-know," said Omma, "I 
don't know how to read." 

Someone was at the door. 
Omma let them in. It was a wom­
an, and she had a little girl with 
her Ju Kyung's own age. Omma 
introduced them to Ju Kyung. 
''This is Mrs. Hong. She's a mem­
ber of Mrs. Ho's church also, but 
she wasn't there the day the sol­
diers came. Why don't you girls go 
play outside while we talk?" 
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Ju Kyung found her favorite 
doll and held it out to the little 
girl. "My name's Ju Kyung, what's 
your name?" "My name's Rak Ja 
Han." 

''Would you like to play with my 

doll?'' 

"Oh yes!" said Rak Ja Han, and 
hand in hand they ran outside to 
play together under the persim­
mon tree. 

Chris Garcia 
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FATHER ENDURES 
PYUNGYANG 
PRISON 

Father was put into the Pyung­
yang prison on August 11, 1946. 
This was several months after 
Mrs. Ho and the other members of 
the Inside Belly Church were put 
in that same prison. In fact, Fa­
ther was put into the same cell as 
one of their leading members. 

Soon Father learned that the 
communists had told the members 
of that church that they would be 
set free if they would just sign a 
paper saying they were wrong. But 
they refused to do that. 

Father told his cellmate he 
should go ahead and sign the pa­
per and save his life. That man 
obeyed Father, but he was already 
so badly beaten that he died a 
short time after he was released. 

Father wanted to tell Mrs. Ho 
the same_ thing, but she was in a 
different cell. Somehow, he man­
aged to write a note on a little slip 
of paper. It said, "Tell them you 
are wrong. Pray to find out who 
wrote this." He slipped it to her in 
a bowl of rice. 

Mrs. Ho knew she was sup­
posed to meet the Messiah in pris­
on, but she didn't realize this note 
was from him. She did not pray to 
find out who wrote it, she did not 
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obey the note, and later she and 
all the other members of the Inside 
Belly Church were killed. After all 
the hard work they had done to 
prepare for him, after their thou­
sands of prayers to meet the Mes­
siah, they never even saw him. 

The note Father wrote to Mrs. 
Ho was discovered by the guards. 
They asked him over and over who 
he was and why he had written 
the note. They hit him many 
times. The guards asked so many 
questions trying to catch him, but 
he never denied his mission, and 
also could not let them know he 
was the Messiah. 

The communist guards were 
angry because Father was not 
afraid, they decided to torture Fa­
ther. They wanted to break Fa­
ther's spirit and make him a weak 
man. Because so many other 
Christian ministers had given up 
when they received many beatings 
and other punishments, even curs­
ing their captors, the communists 
believed that Father would do the 
same. They said, "If we beat this 
man hard enough, he'll give up his 
God." 

But Father never changed. 
Father prayed, "Heavenly Fa­

ther, help me to withstand the tor­
ture and live so that I can work for 
You. I will take responsibility for 
mankind's sin, and free You from 
suffering." 

Father knew that if he could 
not live through this, then God's 
broken heart would continue for 

many more years to come. Even if 
every cell in his body cried out in 
pain, he would not allow his spirit 
to deny the love of God. So Father 
stood up straight and strong and 
told God he will not die. 

The first thing they did to Fa­
ther was to not let him have food 
or sleep. Since the body can go 
longer without food than without 
sleep, they tried to make Father so 
tired that he would become crazy. 
But the unity between Father's 
mind and body was far greater 
than the guards could believe. Fa­
ther willed his eyes to remain 
open, even though his body was 
asleep for short periods of time. 
The communists had to change 
shifts every three hours to watch 
him and be sure he didn't sleep. 
After nearly one week of "no 
sleep", the guards thought, "Surely 
this Reverend Moon has some sort 
of magical power." They became 
afraid of him. 

Since Father's will was so 
strong, the guards met and said, 
''We must try and break his fight­
ing spirit with more severe physi­
cal torture." Then they began to 
use the "water treatment"- a hose 
was forced into Father's mouth 
and nose and then a powerful jet of 
water was shot into his head. They 
wanted to make him feel as if he 
were drowning, until finally he 
would faint. Then once the water 
drained out, and Father recovered, 
they would do this water treat­
ment again. 
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Since Father still refused to 
give in, Satan became desperate. 
Satan said, "If this religious man 
cannot be broken, he will fight 
against evil if he lives." Finally, 
Satan made a last try to break Fa­
ther's iron will and stop God's plan 
to use Reverend Moon to save 
mankind. Satan made the guards 
feel more and more angry at Fa-

ther. 
The guards tied Father's hands 

behind his back with a very heavy 
rope. Using a large beam in the 
ceiling, they pulled the rope which 
lifted Father up high over the 
heads of the guards. Suddenly 
they let go of the rope, causing Fa­
ther to fall. But before hitting the 
floor, they violently jerked the rope 
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upward, causing Father's arms to 
be jolted from their sockets. The 
pain was so terrible that it was im­
possible to stand it without faint­
ing. Father called this awful tor­
ture "the crane dance". 

But all the time he was being 
tortured, Father never stopped 
praying. He said quietly, "Heaven­
ly Father, please do not worry 
about me; I know your painful sit­
uation has been far more misera­
ble than my own. Give me the 
strength to endure this torture. I 
want to continue Your work of res­
toration and finally free Your 
heart. Please forgive these guards; 
they are being used by Satan, your 
enemy, to destroy mankind. For­
give them, forgive them ... " 

Finally when Father's strength 
was about to give out, the commu­
nists began to beat him with bats. 
They hit him in the face so hard 
that his back teeth shattered and 
blood gushed from his mouth. Fa­
ther tensed his muscles against 
the blows, but he was struck in the 
stomach so hard and so many 
times that his intestines turned 
into pulp. He began to throw up, 
covering his body with so much 
blood that it dripped onto the floor. 
He could hold on no longer, and 
Father finally fainted from loss of 
blood. His body was so beaten and 
scarred that the guards thought, 
"After what we've done to him, 
surely he is dead." 

And on the night of October 
31st, 1947, Sun Myung Moon's 

limp, bloody body was thrown out 
into the snow. The communist 
prison guards thought he was 
dead. That night, one of Father's 
disciples came to visit him in pris­
on. As he walked through the snow 
outside the prison gate, he saw the 
bloody body of Father thrown on a 
pile like a bunch of old clothes. 
The disciple turned white with 
fear. 

"They have killed him," he 
gasped. He moved closer-he felt 
Father's body. It was still warm. 
"Oh God, save him!" he prayed. 

Running home he quickly gath­
ered several other followers. Sadly 
and tenderly, they carried Father's 
body home. One by one they 
touched him and washed the blood 
off. 

"He is dead!" they cried. They 
began to prepare for the funeral. 

But then a miracle happened­
Father began to move. He was 
coming to life. When his followers 
saw this, they lovingly and hope­
fully nursed him back to life. Fa­
ther threw up large amounts of 
blood. He was terribly weak and 
sick. Won Pil Kim was there. He 
helped to find herbs and medicines 
to give Father. He was so deter­
mined to live and do God's work. 
His first thought always was of 
Heavenly Father. 

"I must begin to preach again," 
Father said, as soon as he had 
enough strength to talk. 

Lesa Ellanson 
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FATHER WORKS 
AGAININ 
PYUNGYANG 

Father recovered from his 
three months of torture in Pyung­
yang prison as quickly as he could. 
His disciples tried to make him 
rest, but all he could think of was 
returning to his mission. 

Before long, he was holding 
long meetings. He taught the peo­
ple from his Bible, always speak­
ing very strongly and with many 
tears. 

Again the meetings were very 
exciting. The people gave their full 
attention. They felt they had to get 
every word down on paper, and 
they would take notes as fast as 
they could. They didn't plan to 
stay late. But when Father spoke, 
they forgot about time; they forgot 
about families. Before they knew 
it, the time had flown by and it 
was late at night again. The same 
kind of feelings of electricity came 
over them, and they just had to 
jump up and dance around for joy. 
God's love made them feel so won­
derful! 

Sometimes, while they 
prayed, miracles happened. Some 
who came were quite rich, and the 
food Father served was simple. 
But to them, it tasted more deli­
cious. One wealthy man with a 
stomach problem was cured after 
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eating the food at Father's place, 
so the word got out that Father 
had some kind of"miracle food." 

Many times, as Father spoke, 
they learned answers to questions 
they had been asking for years. 
Then they would get so inspired 
and excited they couldn't wait to 
go out and tell other Christians. 

"I'm going to tell my minister 
about this," they exclaimed. "He'll 
be so excited to hear it." 

But almost always, the mini­
sters of their old churches were 
not excited at all. The ministers 
told them, "You're wrong. These 
answers are not true, and anyone 
who makes their people dance 
around in church must be from the 
devil." 

Many of them stopped going 
to their old churches altogether. 

As you can imagine, the mini­
sters became very upset when 

some of their best members left. So 
they got together with their own 
church members and went to 
argue with Father. They wanted to 
ask him difficult questions and 
show the people how wrong he 
was. But Father answered their 
questions before they even asked 
them! 

"Mr. Moon must have special 
powers," they murmured. "He's 
surely of the devil. We must stop 
him." 

They spread the word around 
that Mr. Moon was a bad man. 
They tried to scare the people. 
Then they even went to the com­
munists and accused Father of be­
ing dangerous. 

''This man, Sun Myung Moon, 
is breaking up our churches; he's 
breaking up homes," they de­
clared. "He will want to break you 
up, too. He's probably a spy from 
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the south. You must get rid of 
him." More than 80 ministers 
wrote letters to the police, accusing 
Father of all kinds of crimes. 

This made the communists 
very happy, indeed. They had al­
ready heard that Father had come 
back to life and was preaching 
again. They had started watching 
him carefully. Their belief was that 
anyone who believed there is a God 
is mentally ill. They wanted to just 
get rid of them all, so they were 
watching for their chance-some 
excuse. Now one church was fight­
ing against another! What better 
way to make the churches weak? 
So they helped by spreading even 
more lies about Father. 

On February 22, 1948, be­
cause of the ministers' complaints, 
they arrested him and brought him 
to trial. Father had been teaching 
in Pyungyang one year and ten 
months, which is almost two years. 

By this time, Father had be­
come well known in Pyungyang, so 
the courtroom at the trial was 
packed with people. He was led 
into the room in handcuffs and 
with his head shaved. He was ac­
cused of taking money from the 
poor people and using it for him­
self. He was also accused of telling 
people lies. 

After the trial, the judge pro­
nounced him guilty. Everyone 
knew it was always best to remain 
silent. If the judge became angry, 

he could make the prisoner stay in 
prison even longer. But Father 
knew he had been wronged, so he 
stood up and asked that the charg­
es be dropped, because they were 
not true. He had not told any lies 
or deceived the people. 

The judge was shocked. The 
communist leaders who were 
watching had hoped to show that 
people who believe in God are 
weak and scared. Instead, this 
man showed courage! 

Won Pil Kim was in the audi­
ence that day. His eyes filled with 
tears as he saw how brave his be­
loved Father was. Up to then, he 
had only seen Father's loving and 
warm side. In the courtroom, he 
saw a fearless man. 

The charges were not 
dropped, and Father was sen-

• tenced to five years in prison. As 
Father was led away, he looked 
back at his disciples and smiled re­
assuringly, as if to say, "Don't lose 
heart. I'll be back." With his 
chained hands raised high in a 
sign of hope, he was escorted off to 
prison. 

Father's disciples felt totally 
sad and discouraged at that point. 
But Father was full of hope that, 
through his prison term, God could 
do great things for Korea. 

Ken Weber& 
Mrs. Linna Rapkins 
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THE ORDEAL AT 
HUNG NAM PRISON For one month Father re­

mained in the Pyungyang prison. 
Then he was transferred to the 
Tong Nee Special Labor Concen­
tration Camp at Hung Nam, which 
is located on the northeast side of 
North Korea. This was not like an 
American prison, where prisoners 
might do light jobs and spend 
many hours in clean cells to write 
letters home, relax, or even work 
on their college degrees. 

This prison was at a nitrogen 
fertilizer factory. There was a 
small mountain of hardened lime 
which the prisoners had to break 
up and haul to another place. They 
had to break up the lime, pack it 
into rice-straw bags holding eighty 
pounds each, weigh it, and take it 
off to the loading dock. Each group 
of ten men was responsible for 
loading 1,300 bags every day, 
which meant about one bag every 
half-minute. The bags were heavy. 
The lime made their fingers bleed 
with big sores. 

You might think a man would 
simply decide not to work; but this 
was not possible at the Tong Nee 
Camp. If the team did not do its 
work, they didn't get anything to 
eat that day. In order to live, they 
had to eat, and in order to eat, 
they had to do the work. They 
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didn't eat steaks or chicken or veg­
etables, nor any of the foods we eat 
to stay strong. They received each 
day just one small ball of boiled 
barley, or a few spoonfuls of rice or 
wheat. Even if a person was lucky 
enough to eat every day, it was 
still not enough food to live on. 
Within a few weeks, the men be­
came so skinny you could see the 
shape of their bones. Their bellies 
became swollen from starvation. 
After six months in this prison, 
most of them were sick enough to 
die. At the end of one year, most of 
the prisoners had died. Father was 
sentenced to five years! How was 
he going to survive? 

As soon as he arrived, Father 
began planning how he would stay 
alive. His plan was very unusual. 
Most people would think the best 
plan would be to find ways to save 
energy and get more food. That 
was not Father's way. 

First, he looked at the food. If 
he became desperate about this 
little lump of grain, he would sure­
ly die. He saw how the people act­
ed around him. One day a prison­
er, who had been very ill, died 
while eating his meal. When he 
fell over, two or three prisoners 
rushed to his side, opened his 
mouth, scooped out the grains of 
rice he had not swallowed and ate 
them. 

Father decided that instead of 
trying to find a way to get more 
food he would eat less; then on the 
days when he ate the regular por-

tion it would seem like a feast. For 
some time he would divide his 
little rice ball in half and give one 
half to one of the other prisoners. 
The surprise in that prisoner's face 
must have been like food to Fa­
ther. 

The time before the Korean 
War was very difficult even for 
those who were not in prison. Dis­
ciples such as Mrs. Ok and Won 
Pil Kim were allowed to visit every 
two months, and they would some­
times manage to bring him a little 
bag of rice powder. He easily could 
have gone to a quiet corner and 
eaten the rice powder himself, but 
that was not Father's way. Father 
would always share it with other 
prisoners. Sometimes he filled 
their pockets with the precious 
powder when they weren't looking. 

One day Father received a 
package of rice powder. Before he 
could share it he discovered it was 
missing. The other prisoners be­
came outraged. Who would do such 
a thing? Finally they found the 
guilty man and dragged him be­
fore Father, so he could be pun­
ished. Father looked at him and 
said, "You must have been so very 
hungry to have to steal my food. 
He who is hungry has the right to 
eat. Give me your bag." Father 
then poured into his bag all the 
rice powder he had left. 

Father looked at the work load. 
He decided to work harder than 
anyone at the camp had ever 
worked before. The nine workers 
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on his team found that they could 
fill enough bags of lime when they 
worked with Father. Soon other 
prisoners were trying to get on Fa­
ther's team. Twice Father was giv­
en a special award by the commu­
nists for his hard work. So, even 
Satan had to admit Father worked 
hard! 

Then Father looked at his spir­
itual life. He had suffered so much, 
but he never complained to God 
about his situation. He never 
prayed to God because he was 
weak. His first thought was that 
God must be suffering so much to 
see what he was going through. If 
he acted sad it would make God 
suffer more. So he spoke brave 
words to God. 

"I will never give up, Heavenly 

Father," he prayed with great love. 
"Please don't worry about me," He 
also told God he would fulfill his 
mission; he would be victorious. 

The prisoners never got enough 
sleep, but Father used his sleeping 
time to meditate and pray. A pris­
oner later said that when they 
went to sleep, they would see Fa­
ther kneeling to pray; when they 
woke up, he was still praying! 

The prisoners came to love him. 
Many times tears came into their 
eyes because they loved him so 
much. Father could not say one 
word about his mission to them, or 
even speak about God or religion 
at all. The communists would have 
killed him if he spoke of God. 
Therefore, spirit world spoke out 
for him. Many prisoners were told 
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in dreams that he was a very spe­
cial person, and that they should 
become his helpers. 

At least twelve prisoners be­
came his disciples. One of these 
men was named Jung Hwa Pak. 
Mr. Pak was a leader over a group 
of prisoners. Father was in his 
group. He tried to give Father easi­
er jobs and extra food whenever 
possible, but Father always re­
fused these favors. 

The summers were extremely 
hot. Father always kept all his 
clothes on. Mr. Pak kindly suggest­
ed, "Why don't you take off your 
rubber shoes and long sleeved 
shirt? I'll take you somewhere to 
wash." 

"I cannot," replied father. "Hea­
venly Father directly told me not 
to expose my body to others." 

At one point, Father got very 
sick with malaria. He could have 
rested in sickbay. But he said, "No, 
I didn't come here because of my 
sin, but for my mission." He con­
tinued working, sweating greatly, 
barely having the energy to stay 
on his feet. No one else could have 
survived such punishment. 

Father's number in prison was 
596, which-when translated into 
Korean, sounds very similar to the 
word which means "innocent," or 
"not being treated fairly." 

Sandra Lowen 
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LIBERATION 
FROM HUNG NAM 

There were rumors spreading 
in the prison camp that war was 
coming. The communist guards of 
the camp seemed nervous. Some­
thing was about to happen. 

One day, one of Father's prison­
er disciples came to him and said 
that he might have a chance to 
work in another part of the camp 
where the work was much easier. 
He asked Father if he should go 
there. 

Father looked at the man and 
said, "No, don't go." 

But the man continued to think 
about the easier work at that 
camp. He had been working so 
hard, and his bones were crying 
out for some rest. When his chance 
came, therefore, he decided to take 
it and he went. 

A second prisoner disciple came 
to Father, and told him he also 
had a chance to work at the easier 
camp down the road; what did Fa­
ther think? Father looked at the 
man for a moment, and then said, 
"All right, go. But if anything 
seems suspicious to you, run back 
to this part of the camp immedi­
ately." That man also went. 

A short time later, in June 
1950, North Korea attacked South 
Korea. It was the beginning of the 

86 

Ch ldren's Section 

.-~ 

,,, 
~ 

,. 
~\' 

\~\ 

~ .. 
' ' -.: ►\ 

,: ... 

~~ 

Korean War. 
In August, Mr. Pak was re­

leased. Before leaving, he asked 
Father what he should do. Father 
told him, "Go to Pyungyang and 
tell the members not to worry 
about me, I will return soon." 

The Korean War progressed, 
and by October the bombing began 
near the Tong Nee Camp. The 
guards were terrified for their own 
lives, and even more terrified that 
their prisoners might escape. They 
decided that they would just shoot 

all the prisoners so they couldn't 
escape. The guards began with 
prisoners_outside the main camp. 
They ordered some prisoners to 
line up and walk down the road. 

The second man, who had re­
ceived Father's permission to go 
there, became suspicious of what 
was going on and he quickly ran 
back to the main camp. The first 
man, who went without Father's 
permission, was never heard from 
again. 

The prisoners in the main camp 
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were then herded into their cells. 
Taking one cell at a time, the men 
were brought out to be shot. The 
communists were determined that 
no one would be spared. Cell by 
cell, the prisoners were killed. The 
communists reached the cell next 
to Father's, but by this time it was 
very late. They decided to continue 
this terrible work in the morning. 
It looked as if Father had only a 
few hours to live! 

Before they could start the next 
day, however, bombs began falling 
on the camp. The United Nations 
forces had arrived. Terrified, the 
communist jailers ran to under­
ground shelters, leaving the pris­
oners out in the open. Staying 
alive among the falling bombs was 
almost impossible. Hundreds were 
killed. 

But Father had received a mes­
sage from God that no bombs 
would come near him. He could not 
tell his disciples this message 
clearly; it was a secret between 
him and God. He just said to them, 
"In times like this when we are be­
ing attacked, let us keep very close 
to each other; if we die, we die to-

gether, and if we live, we live to­
gether." His disciples and other 
people gathered around him. As 
others, including some commu­
nists, realized that wherever Fa­
ther went the bombs did not fall, 
they gathered close to him, too. 

Father was set free by the 
United Nations forces on October 
14; 1950. He had survived two and 
a half years in that terrible place. 
It took him ten days to get to 
Pyungyang, and he stayed there 
for forty days while looking for his 
disciples. 

Why couldn't Satan kill Father 
in the camp? Why didn't Father 
die from starvation, hard work, 
from the shootings, or even from 
the bombs? It was because Father 
won the victory of love. It was a 
terrible time for Satan. Satan had 
accomplished so much through 
hate. So much evil was in the 
world because of his hate. But he 
was defeated by a stronger force­
love. Because Father had so much 
love in his heart, he couldn't be de­
stroyed. 

Sandra Lowen 
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JUNO$3 MAYO$3 JUNO$4 MAY0$4 JUNO$4 MAYO$4 MAYO$4 

1981 
JUL 0$4 JUN OU JUL 0$4 JUNO$4 JUL 0$4 JUNO$4 JUNO$4 

NJGO$3 JUL O $3 AUC,,SEPO$7 JUL 0$4 NJGO$4 JUL 0$4 Jl)LO$4 

JAN OU SEPO$3 AUG OU OCTO$4 AUG 0$4 SEPO$4 AUGO$4 AUG O $4 

FEBO U OCTO$3 SEP O $3 NOVO$4 5EPO$4 OCTO$4 SEPO$4 SEP 0$4 

MARO$3 NOVO$4 OCTO$3 DEC O $4 OCT /NCN O $7 NOVO$4 OCTO$4 OCTO$4 

N'R 0$3 DECO$3 NOVO$3 DECO$4 DECO$4 NOVO$4 NOVO$4 

MAYOU DECO$3 DECO$4 CECO$4 

JUNO$3 Blessed Family* Don't Forget the Postage JUL 0$4 
OCT OU SPECIAL OFFER 
NOVOU Vol. 1 0 Tho Mea.;ng ol ti-. Ble..;ng ($S) Vol. 6 0 Call«! ., Lud ($5) 

8 for $36 DECO$3 Vol. 2 0 Shimjung E<i,adon ol Bie<ood ChildNn ($5) Vol. 7 0 Tho F-'filed Penorc 
Vol. 3 0 s.p;ritual Lifo ol Bl...d Fomilio< ($5) ln,,llect, HNrt and Will ($5) 4for$19 
Vol. 4 0 KONO: Home ol o,. Tradition ($5) Vol. 8 0 Shimjung E<i,a1ion t2 1$5) 
Vol. 5 0 The Comm..,;ty ol Bleoood FamiNe, ($5) 

• T,_,. will be no ~ ;_,_ ol ,I,. Ble...t family 

Blessing Quarterly Don't Forget the Postage 
s..,.mer 86 0 Moldng Morriap, Woric ($5) 
Auftann 86 0 1.-.c""-1 Mamop ($5) 
Winier 87 0 Beginnings In Am.iu-t'111t 1 {$5) 

Spring 87 0 Besjm"ll' In Americ.-r"' 2 ($5) 
s .... mer 87 0 c...lonce lo, ti-. Bl...;ng ($5) 

POST AGE for back issues: 

Auftann 87 0 On Po-ng ($5) 
Wonw as O Lh,ing PN>V.!ondally ($5) 
Spring as o Tho Second C.ne..don ($5) 

s..,.mer 88 0 ~y, Childbirth ,nd our Famly ($6.50) • 
Aulwnn aa O Bui king th. Community of S.li.wn ($6.50)• 

• Please note orice increase 

SUB-TOTAL 

US orders, add $1.50 for one back issue (add $1.00 per issue for 2 to 5 issues, 
$.70 per issue for 6 lo 11 issues, $.50 per issue for 12 issues or more). 
Foreign orders, add $2.00 for one back issue (add $1.50 per issue for 2 lo 9 is­
sues, $1.00 per issue for 10 issues or more). 
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\--------------------------+-----! .. 

Enclosed my Check or Money Order 
Payable to ACCORD for ... TOTAL 

L__---------------------'====' . 

OMR OMRS OMS 

~I ~l~~I ~l~I ~I ~1~~~~~1-
MY FAMILY NAME (LAST NAME) 

I I I I I 
MY FIRST NAME 

LJ 
INIT. 

~I ~l~l~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~I• 
ADDRESS STREET 

I I I 
APT. OR C/0 ETC. 

LJ I LJLJ ~~~-CITY STATE ZIP POSTAL CODE 

LI I 
COUNTRY AREA CODE 

1-1 I I I ~ 
OFFICE PHONE NUMBER • 

LJLJ LJLJ LJLJ I I I I I I 1-1 I I I . 
DATE (MONTI-VDAY/YEAR) SIGNATURE AREA CODE HOME PHONE NUMBER 

PLEASE MAKE YOUR PAYMENT TO ACCORD AND MAIL IT WITH THIS ORDER FORM FULLY COMPLETED TO; 

ACCORD SUBSCRIPTION DEPT, 481 EIGHTH AVE. NEW YORK NY 10001. TEL (212) 967-4371 

I 




